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WAR ORDERS WONT STOP 441 CARS 


May Sales Off in Second 10 Days 





Sparks 


2037 A.D. 
Engineering Look-Back 
The Fleury Ray 
What We May Expect 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 





HEREAS General Motors’ Fu- 

turama at the New York Fair 
visualizes our highways in 1960, the 
Horseless Carriage Club of Los 
Angeles goes even further — it 
looks back from Nov. 30, 2037, tells 
about the earliest automobiles pre- 
served in its museum and brags 
about the automotive developments 
that have supposedly taken place 
in a century. The dreamer of all 
this is Arthur Twohy, retired pres- 
ident of the club, and his script 
is carried in the Horseless Carriage 
Gazette, its official organ. Twohy 
has Buck Rogers at his best and 
even Winsor McCay’s “Dreams of 
a Rarebit Fiend” licked in his 
imaginings. But mebbe Twohy may 
have anticipated what is ahead of 
us in an automotive way and has 
written something that should war- 
rant the attention of the Society 
of Automotive Engineers at its 
midsummer meeting at White Sul- 
phur Springs next month. 

* * ok 


SO THIS conductor will crib 
some of Twohy’s stuff, let the 
“Sparks” fall where they may. The 
stage is set and we'll now go 
forward a century with Twohy and 
read his report. 


“In 2037 there are 267 horseless 
carriages and early-type automo- 
biles on exhibition in the club’s 
museum. 


_ “There is no real hope of increas- 
ing this number,” writes Twohy. 
“The country has been so thorough- 
ly searched for these primitive 
cars that it is generally recognized 
by authorities that no more ever 
will be found. 
* * * 


“THESE RARE and interesting 
cars exhibited in the large display 
hall are of unbelievable types and 
patterns, clearly indicating widely 
divergent ideas as to form of body 
and propulsive power. Generally 
Speaking, the motive power in a 
Primitive machine was one of three 
types — internal combustion (gaso- 
line), electric and steam. Early cars 
were all equipped with rubber tires 
to minimize road shocks and make 
the vehicle easier riding. Rubber 
tires were outmoded, though, at the 
end of the last century by what is 
now commonly called the Olmstead 
wheel. 

eo * * 
“THE BODIES of these early 
(See SPARKS, Page 8, Col. 4) 
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War Seare Effect 
Is Obscured By 
Other Factors 


Seasonal Influence, Plus 
Contests’ Reaction, May 
Have Contributed 


DETROIT.—New car sales 
during the second 10 days of 
May are down considerably 
from the first 10-day period, 


according to early scattered 
reports. Just what part the situa- 
tion in Europe contributed to this 
decline is buried among a number 
of other contributing factors. 

Two of the companies reporting 
concluded nationwide sales con- 
tests on May 10, the day the Ger- 
man drive into Holland, Belgium 
and northern France got under- 
way. These contests invariably are 
preceded and followed by relatively 
lower totals, since the participants 
hold up or advance sales in order 
to cut in on the awards. 

Also there is the normal seasonal 
decline from April to May, which 
this year must be coupled with the 
record high levels hit during the 
first 10 days of this month. In view 
of this, the second 10-day period is 
by no means discouraging, with the 
totals for all reporting companies 
running well above the same period 
a year ago and topping all similar 
periods since May, 1937, the second 
highest year in the history of the 
industry. 

There is a general feeling, how- 
ever, that the bad news from 

(See MAY SALES, Page 2, Col. 5) 


80% Rubber Quota 
Kept; Seen as Aid 
To U. S. Reserves 


DETROIT.—Retention of the 80 
percent rubber export quota for 
the last half of 1940, the same 
as prevailed in the first six months, 
is taken as an indication that 
Britain and the Netherlands are 
making every effort to produce 
and export as much crude as pos- 
sible to avoid shipping difficulties 
as the European war spreads. 

It is considered especially ad- 
vantageous to the British to ship 
all the rubber possible before 
movement of this commodity is 
restricted by the war, since rubber 
exports are one of the more im- 
portant sources through which 
England obtains dollar exchange. 

In addition to setting the quota 
at 80 percent for the rest of this 
year, the International Rubber 
Regulation Committee in London 
last week urged governments of 
rubber-producing countries to issue 
as soon as possible export permits 
for the whole period covered. 

u, 


S. trade experts said the ac- | 


tion would open the way for | 


further accumulation of reserves | 
in the U. S., biggest consumer 
lof the staple. It was estimated 


[that the 80 percent quota repre- | 
lsented a surplus of 10,000 to 15,000 | 
j}tons over ordinary consumption 
"requirements. 


} 






Business vs. Blitzkrieg 
Analysis of Probable Effects of U. S. Defense 


Program on Automotive Trade 





LACKING out almost every other consideration at the 
present time is the question of what effect the pro- 


posed 


U. S. defense armament program will have on the 


automobile industry. Nothing at this time could be better 
than a guess, and one man’s guess is as good as another’s. 


Some things on the other® 


hand are sure. Among them | 


are: 

1. Motorization and mobility are 
the backbone of present-day 
warfare. 

2. The automobile industry will be 
our chief source for such sup- 
plies. 

3. Present plans would permit a 
quick conversion of plants to 
military purposes. 


What effect this will have on 
the normal operations of the in- 
dustry, including the dealers’ po- 


sition, depends a lot upon a 
series of intangibles: 

1. How quickly and in what 
quantities will the government 
demand supplies? 

How far will the government 
step into the industrial pic- 
ture to assure fullfilment of 
orders? 

What steps are to be taken 
to conserve raw materials 
needed for automobile pro- 
duction? 

Will suggestions be followed 
for diverting purchasing 


2. 


4. 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) 


12 Millions 


To $601,239,506 in 1939 


BOSTON.—Ford Motor Co.’s sur- 
plus account increased by $12,418,- 
231.30 for the year ended Dec. 31, 
1939, making the total surplus 
$601,239,506.20, President Edsel B. 
Ford reported Wednesday to Henry 
F. Long, Massachusetts commis- 
sioner of corporations and taxation. 


The increase is equal to $3.59 
a share (par $5) on 3,452,900 shares 
of capital stock and compares with 
a decrease in surplus of $19,264,661 
in the preceding year. 


These figures do not take into 
account any dividends that may 
have been paid. However, there 
is no information available on this 
point, the company being a closed 
corporation with the Ford family 
owning all the stock. 


The balance sheet reveals total 
assets on Dec. 31, 1939, were $691,- 
911,949 against $673,496,284 at the 
close of 1938. The most significant 
change in the 1939 balance sheet 
as contrasted with that of the 
previous year was an increase of 
more than $18,000,000 in machinery 
and equipment account. 


The Ford company’s. reserves 
were up $3,984,515.23 to a total of 


The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 
1940 
Pos. Make 
1—251,167 Chevrolet 
2—163,985 Ford 
38—127,511 Plymouth 
4— 80,304 Buick 
5— 63,596 Pontiac 
6— 62,082 Dodge 
I— 55,756 Oldsmobile 
8— 29,390 Chrysler 
9— 28,153 Studebaker 14,928—12 
10— 24,765 Mercury 16,525— 9 
Total All Makes 
990,668 763,019 


For complete standings of 
makes see Page 21, 


180,783 — 
137,081— 
110,615— 
59,823— 
44,103— 
58,058— 
41,025— 
21,038— 


1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
5 
7 
8 


all 
this issue. 





| which has 
| reporting plan. Six cities had gains 





$13,873,406.18 and inventories 
amounted to $87,499,430.14. 

The annual certificate of condi- 
tion is the first indication of the 
company’s financial operating re- 
sults for the year, since the Ford 


company publishes no income 
account. 

The report also showed: 
Assets— 


Real estate, $129,309,938 against 
$130,398,264 in 1938. 

Machinery and equipment, $163,- 
875,337 against $145,006,010. 


Merchandise and supplies, $87,- 
499,430 against $83,237,331. 
Prepaid insurance, taxes, etc., 


$2,010,801 against $6,881,060. 

Notes and accounts receivable, 
stocks, bonds, securities and patent 
rights, $309,216,441 against $307,973,- 
615. 

Total assets $691,911,949 against 
$673,496,284. 

Liabilities- 

Capital stock, $17,264,500, same as 
in 1938. 

Accounts payable, 
against $57,521,618. 

Reserves, $13,873,406 against $9,- 
888.890. 

Surplus, $601,239,506 against $588,- 
821,274. 


Total liabilities—$691,911,949. 


$59,534,536 | pian has not shaped up but it 





Dies, Retooling 
Almost Completed 


For Changeovers 


Reported Plans to Skip 
°4.1 Changes Refuted by 
Factory Officials 


DETROIT.— Reports from 
Washington to the effect that 
the government will ask auto- 
mobile companies to forego 
model changes this year and 
continue the 1940 styles for at least 
another season, were discounted 
here Friday. Object of the plan 
was to relieve pressure on the ma- 
chine tool industry in order to give 
aviation priority and speed the 
output of planes. 

Well-informed leaders in the in- 
dustry point out that the machine 
tool industry already has so well 
advanced on its automotive orders 
for 1941 models that work still to be 
done will not interfere with future 
government orders. Retooling of 
automotive plants is planned 
months in advance; all orders have 
been in the hands of machine tool 
suppliers for months and the ma- 
jority of them already have been 
filled. 

This would mean that model 
changes will be made this year as 
usual, with the situation for 1942 
dependent upon developments dur- 
ing the coming year. Naturally, ac- 
tivity on the part of car manu- 
facturers themselves may force a 
simplification of lines later with 
fewer styles and body choices, but 
whether this will affect the 1941 
season still hinges upon the quan- 
tity of work motor makers will be 
asked to perform. 

Washington reports indicate that 
the Army will spend $89,000,000 for 
ground mechanization, most ot 
which will be spent in the Detroit 
area. What the demand from other 
branches of the service will be has 
not been indicated. 

K. T. Keller, president of Chrys- 
ler Corp., admitted in Boston last 
week that the corporation already 
has built 38,000 cars and_ 7,000 
trucks for the Army and that tool- 
ing has been done on equipment to 
make shells. 

So far, of course, the defense 
is likely that any further demands 
upon the machine tool industry 
this year would be for war ma- 
terials rather than changes in car 
designs. 


Used Car Stocks Showing 
Mixed Trends in 13 Cities 


CHICAGO. Inventory of used 
cars on May 1 as against Apr. 1 
showed varying trends, according 
to reports submitted by local asso- 
ciations and released through the 
Automotive Trade Assn. Managers. 

Thirteen cities collaborated in 


|the survey and 12 made compari- 


sons, the exception being Cleveland, 
just inaugurated the 


on a days’ supply basis and a like 
number experienced declines in 
stocks 





The story in statistical form 
follows: 
No. of May | Apr. | 
Dealers Supply Supply 
City Reporting Days Days 
UND. pkcscanacee 45 35.8 34.8 
CRICRBO _ .....cscc 247 38.6 40.5 
Cleveland ........ 63 46.9 
Columbus, O. .... 60 46.9 42.7 
SUNN Pa xadiscca as 29 37.8 36.5 
DORI. ic cesnn ae 70 24.5 28.9 
Kansas City, Mo.. 63 36.2 38.6 
Oklahoma City .. 16 32.5 29.7 
Peoria, TH ..ccsce 15 25 33 
San Antonio ..... 17 31.9 28.5 
> SNR ee 38 30 32 
TOROED. céccccace 54 42 
Washington, D.C. 51 25.5 30.6 
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Keller Lauds Preparedness 


In Industry and Government 


By Jim Sullivan 
Staff Correspondent 

BOSTON. — President K. T. 
Keller, and Vice-President B. E. 
Hutchinson, of Chrysler Corp., 
were among those who met with 
President Roosevelt at Washing- 
ton on Monday at a conference on 
rearmament plans. Following the 
conference they boarded an air- 
plane to Boston for a meeting 
with dealers. 

Keller refused to discuss any- 
thing that took place at Washing- 
ton, but did refer to work being 
done by Chrysler now for the 
government. 

“We have been surveyed by the 
government,” Keller stated, “the 
same as other industrial concerns, 
and at the present time we are 
doing the tooling for 75-millimeter 
shells.” 

He referred to the process of 
manufacturing the equipment nec- 
essary for the production of such 
shells. 

“I believe that the government is 
being very wise in having all of the 
necessary tools ready, so that when 
production begins it can begin in 


Oldsmobile Adds 
Ryan Bohn Plant 


To Lansing Setup 


LANSING.— Purchase by Oldsmo- 
bile of the former properties of the 
Ryan Bohn Foundry, on the west 
side of Lansing, is announced by 
Cc. L. McCuen, Oldsmobile’s general 
manager. Purchase includes pres- 
‘ent buildings and approximately 50 
acres of ground. 

“Work of remodeling and some 
additional building will start im- 
mediately to house a new heavy 
stamping plant for Oldsmobile, 
which will employ new methods of 
manufacturing that the company 
has been studying and developing 
for the past year,” said McCuen. 
“Eventually the new project will 
employ about 400 men,” he added. 

“Our purchase of the Ryan 
Bohn Foundry will in no way 
supplant any existing manufac- 
turing operations at our main 
plant but will be an addition to 
those already in use. It will prob- 
ably require several months be- 
fore the new plant is in complete 
operation, due to the experimental 
nature of the work contemplated. 
However, some employment will 
start this fall as soon as _ the 
necessary equipment has_ been 
installed.” 

The new Oldsmobile property has 
been under consideration for some 
time but was not planned in con- 
templation of war work, McCuen 
stated. It is, however, a continua- 
tion of the expansion program 
launched by the present manage- 
ment of Oldsmobile several years 
ago. 

The property adjoins the present 
Fisher Body plant that was pur- 
chased in April, 1935, and with 
the 50 acres acquired, brings the 
total area devoted to Oldsmobile 
manufacturing purposes in Lansing 
up to 183 acres. A total of 85 acres 
is contained in the company’s 
main plant. 


Automotive News’ Almanac, published 
once a year, is considered THE refer- 
ence book wherever automotive infor- 
mation is desired. 


earnest, without the delay gener- 
ally caused by lack of tools.” 

In reply to an inquiry as to 
whether any government survey 
had been made to determine what 
conversion would be necessary for 
the Chrysler Corp. to manufacture 
airplane motors, and what capacity 
might be, Keller replied: “We 
would have to see what type of 
engine they would want us to 
work on before we could deter- 
mine our capacity.” 

With motorized units one of the 
important factors in modern war- 
fare, Chrysler will in all probability 
play an important part in the 
military expansion program. Keller 
indicated this when he declared 
that his corporation had built 38,- 
000 vehicles for the government, 
7,000 of which were used in the 
recent army maneuvers in Georgia. 

“At a time like this,” he declared, 
“when the whole world is stunned 
by what is happening abroad, it is 
all the more important that busi- 
nessmen in our own country should 
make a sound appraisal of the out- 
look. 

“That does not mean that you 
can say today what is going to 
happen even tomorrow. When I say 
‘make a sound appraisal of the 
outlook,’ I do not mean to indulge 
in prophecy. Do not be dismayed 
that you cannot call the turn on 
war’s events. Do you know any 
one who can?” 

“Let us have confidence in our- 
selves. The government is under- 
taking a great program of defense 
preparation. I am a great believer 
in preparedness — preparedness for 
our nation and preparedness for 
our business. There is a_ vast 
amount of business to be done sell- 
ing automobiles today, tomorrow, 
and the next day. 

“In the first four months of 1940 
we shipped 453,284 passenger cars 
and trucks. That was an increase 
of 28 percent over the correspond- 
ing period of last year. Our first 
four months sales were better even 
than the next highest first four 
months we ever had, which was 
in 1937. 


“You may get some idea of how 
we regard the future in our busi- 
ness from the fact that we are 
spending this year approximately 
$15,000,000 for new tools, dies, jigs, 
and fixtures to produce our 1941 
models.” 


Hoffman Named Referee 


Of Indianapolis Race 


INDIANAPOLIS.—Paul G. Hoff- 
man, president of Studebaker Corp., 
has been named referee of the 
Indianapolis 500 
mile race Memor- 
ial Day, according 
to T. E. “Pop” 
Myers, vice-presi- 
dent of the speed- 
way corporation. 

Thus, Studebaker 
is to be doubly 
honored at the 
forthcoming race 
classic. Hoffman 
will be the official 
referee and the 
race will have a 
Studebaker Champion as the offi- 
cial pace car. The pace car, which 
will be piloted by Ab Jenkins, 
mayor of Salt Lake City, will go 
to the winner of the race. 


Paul Hoffman 


CHRYSLER OFFICIALS, in Boston for a big meeting last week. President 
K. T. Keller and Vice-President B. E. Hutchinson, of Chrysler Corp., ended a 
conference with President Roosevelt in Washington, then took a plane and 
reached Boston in time to take part. Officials who went by train from Detroit 


were, left to right, S. 
Lee D. Cosart, general sales manager, 
sales manager, 
Bleicher, vice- 


odge; A. 2 
resident, De Soto; 


W. Munroe, assistant sales manager, Chrysler division; 
Plymouth; Frank J. Timmons, general 
vanDerZee, vice-president, — 
H. A. Davies, public relations, and P. C. 


Chrysler Corp.; C 


Ackerman, engineering division, Chrysler Corp. 


Picturing Packard . . 


FIRST PRIZE WINNER in the nationwide “Picture Packard” photographic 
contest was this view of a Packard automobile breasting a Pennsylvania hill 
against a stormy sunset. This photograph was the entry of Dr. R. A. Bagley, 


of Salem, 


Va., and was selected by a board of national judges from thousands 


of photographs submitted. Dr. Bagley was given a new One-Twenty Packard 
convertible coupe as first prize. Four other new Packard automobiles were 
awarded in the contest, together with $3,600 in cash and 150 silver and bronze 


awards of merit. 


LEE J. 


EASTMAN, president and general manager of Packard Motor Car 
Co. of New York, extends congratulations to Mr. an 


d Mrs. Carroll Van Ark 


in the Packard showroom in New York after a Ark a Packard 
i 


“One-Twenty” Deluxe touring sedan in recognition of 
won second prize in the ‘Picture Packard’? snapshot contest. Mrs. 
served as her husband’s model in the 


s photograph which 
5 Van Ark 
rize winning photograph, together 


with a new “One-Twenty” Packard convertible. Van Ark is a free lance publicity 


consultant in New York and was formerly with J. 


advertising agency. 


Business Stability 


Walter Thompson Co., 


Is Key 


To Defense, Declares Sloan 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Encouragement of 
business, big and small, would do 
more than anything else to 
strengthen the nation against for- 
eign aggression by buttressing its 
economic foundation and structure, 
Alfred P. Sloan jr., chairman of 
General Motors Corp., told more 
than 1,000 industrialists, business 
men and financiers at the closing 
session of the 24th annual meeting 
of the National Industrial Confer- 
ence Board here May 22 at Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria. 

Pleading for removal of political 
restrictions upon industry, both for 
the sake of the national economy 
and the nation’s defense, Sloan de- 
clared that “the decade of the 
Forties may well prove to be a pe- 
riod of renewed opportunity with 
the resumption of industrial prog- 
ress unless overshadowed by con- 
tinued political interference with 
our essential economic processes.” 


Sloan warned that any other re- 
sult in the world struggle than 
victory “for the standard bearers 
of democracy” would be a “catas- 
trophe to civilization,” and called 
for “intelligent and aggressive pre- 
paredness in defense of American 
security and our way of living.” 


In carrying out our defense pro- 
gram, Sloan urged recognition of 
the fact that instruments of war- 
fare today are the most highly 
technical products of industry. “We 
should start with the recognition of 
that fact and demand that the es- 
sential program be directed by 
those possessing the _ technical 
knowledge and experience to as- 
sume such a great responsibility 
unencumbered by the demoralizing 
influence of the political considera- 
tion,” he declared. 

“There is a job to be done,” he 


continued. “Let us do it intelligent- | 


ly. Certainly after the last seven 
years of financial dissipation we 
should know we are no longer in a 
position to afford any degree of such 
luxury. This system of national de- 
fense must be 


needs. It should be the keynote of 
our national policy. National se- 
curity has become essential to 
national confidence. Thus our prob- 
lem becomes twofold: construction 
of national defense and _ recon- 
struction of economic policies. 
Lack of adequate defense is due to 
lack of foresight. 


“Perhaps in the days to come, we 
will wonder how we justified the 
attitude of yesterday in relation to 
the world situation. The argument 
might well be advanced that a 
more realistic attitude on the part 
of the world’s democracies toward 
the problem of preparedness in the 
face of the threatening storm 
might have avoided the catas- 
trophe. 


Also among speakers at _ the 
meeting was W. L. Batt, president 
of SKF Industries, Inc., and chair- 
man of the Business Advisory 
Council of the U. S. department of 
commerce, who pleaded for closer 
co-operation of government and 
business and for a more tolerant 
attitude on the part of business 
toward problems of reform. 


Col. David M. Goodrich, chair- 
man of the board of B. F. Good- 
rich Co., was elected chairman of 
the National Industrial Conference 
Board. 


s ‘Business as Usual’ Policy 


| 





nr, 


May Sales 


(Continued from Page 1) 


abroad has contributed to some ex. 
tent to the decline for the periog 
although some believe that these 
events are too close at hand to’ 
have had a marked result or to 
permit their effect to be truly 
evaluated. 


It is pointed out that during the 
first half of the latest 10-day periog 
the probable fortunes of war were 
too poorly defined to cause any 
serious change in buying habits jn 
this country. Even the stock mar. 
ket, which is much more sensitive 
to conditions abroad, it is pointe 
out, did not react until the latter 
half of this 10-day period. 


Observers are now awaiting re. 
ports from the last period of the 
month before making any conjec- 
tures on the war's effect. There 
is a general feeling that any de. 
cline would be temporary and 
probably be followed by a rise in 
demand later. 

* * * 


Pontiac Reports 


May Sales Up 45% 


PONTIAC. — Retail deliveries of 
Pontiac cars for the first 20 days 
of May were 14,508 compared to 
9,984 for the same 20-day period of 
May, 1939, according to D. U. Bath- 
rick, general sales manager. This 
is a gain of 45.3 percent. 

Second 10-day deliveries of 5,904 
were 558 units ahead of the same 
period of last year. Forecasts for 
remainder of the month indicate 
that the May total will be approxi- 
mately 22,000 cars compared to 
15,828 for May last year. 


Inventories of new cars in deal- 
ers’ stocks continue at a satis- 
factory level, with production on a 
five-day basis, indicating that new 
retail orders are keeping ahead of 
production. Total unfilled orders on 
the 20th were four times greater 
than they were a year ago, which 
represents a slight improvement 
during the last 10 days. 


* * * 


Buick’s May Sales 
39% Above ’39 


FLINT.—Buick sales for the first 
20 days of May ran 39.4 percent 
ahead of last year, totaling 17,450 
units. Used car sales during the 
same period totaled 30,875, a gain 
of 28 percent over last year. Used 
car inventory was placed at 29 
days’ supply while orders for new 
cars still on hand were 49.2 per- 
cent above last year. 

Sales during the second 10 days 
of the month totaled 5,431 new 
and 12,475 used, which was down 
from the first 10-day period. This 
drop was attributed to the con- 
clusion of a nationwide contest 
May 10, which had boosted sales 
for the first 10 days to high marks. 


* * * 


Olds Sales Rise 
28% Above ’39 


LANSING. — Oldsmobile sales of 
sixes and eights for the first 20 
days of May climbed to 12,465 units 
and gained more than 51 percent 
over the 8,252 cars sold during 
the corresponding period last year, 
according to D. E. Ralston, general 
sales manager. 

Sales, reported by Oldsmobile 
dealers for the period of May 10- 
20, totaled 5,902 cars and gained 
more than 28 percent over this 
period last year. 


COMMEMORATING 40 YEARS of unbroken association as manufacturer and 


dealer, P. W. Litchfield, president, 


Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., presente 


Charles Lebzelter and David Reamer of Lancaster, Pa., with a bronze plaque 


at the Akron offices last week. 


burg district; Lebzelter; H. E. 


Left to right are 
manager of Goodyear’s Northeast division; Victor Holt jr., ; 
je Blythe, sales manager of Tire departments: 
adequate to our’ Litchfield, and R. S. Wilson, vice-president, in charge of sales. 


W. Sanford, 


Reamer, D. , 
, Harris- 


manager, 
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Business vs. Blitzkrieg 
Analysis of Probable Effects of U. S. Defense 


Program on Automotive Trade 
(Continued from Page 1) 


power, normally used for buying 
automobiles, to other purposes? 
5. The availability of skilled 
workers? 

* * * 


Less Chaos Likely 

HERE are many other factors, 

but in trying to look at the 
picture from the dealers’ stand- 
point, it seems likely that there 
will be much less chaos than pre- 
yailed during the preparations for 
the last war. U. S. declared war 
in April, 1917, and it was May, 
1918, before the War Industries 
Board began to function with any 
degree of effectiveness. During the 
interim industrial leaders were at 
their wits end to meet demands 
from this department or that and 
still maintain a degree of common- 
sense in their operations. Faults 
of this system were recognized at 
that time and probably efforts to 
avoid them now will be made. Pur- 
chasing of supplies for various 
units of the Army and Navy prob- 
ably will be co-ordinated and the 
priority of orders be adjusted as 
far in advance as possible. 

* * * 


This will probably mean that 
businessmen and _ industrialists 
will be better able to gauge the 
facilities of their plants, and 
waste effort can be _ reduced. 
Since the present program is one 
of precaution rather than de- 
signed to meet an existing con- 
dition of war, such as was the 
case in 1917 and 1918, it would 
seem illogical to press it with 
such haste that normal business 
here would be completely dis- 
rupted. Thus a combination of 
better planning and co-ordinated 
buying should make for greater 
speed and efficiency and still 
permit industry to function to a 
large extent along its normal 
lines. 

* * * 


Peacetime, Then What? 


F THIS follows, then I do not 

feel that diverting a large part 
of the automotive industry to war 
work will mean that production 
of cars for civilian consumption 
will be barred. That this belief 
is shared by at least some leaders 
in the industry is indicated by the 
statement made in Boston last 
week by K. T. Keller, president of 
Chrysler, who said that the cor- 
poration is spending $15,000,000 for 
new tools, dies and jigs for its 
1941 cars. It is quite likely that any 
control board established over the 
industry to expedite military or- 
ders would be comprised of indus- 
trial leaders, at least in advisory 
capacities, and they would endeavor 
to apportion orders to all manu- 
facturers on a basis which would 
not too badly disrupt conditions 
when return to a peacetime econ- 
omy became a new problem. In 
other words I would think that all 
plants would be used to their 
greatest ability without upsetting 
any more than necessary their nor- 
mal place in a competitive peace- 
time role. 

*x* * * 


But there can be little question 
that our efforts to build up a de- 
fense capable of meeting attacks 
from aggressors in a reasonably 
short space of time unquestion- 
ably will drain heavily on our 
production facilities. Accumula- 
tion of stores of essential mili- 
tary raw materials such as tin, 
rubber, gasoline and oils will 
probably eventually lead to high- 
er prices or restricted supplies of 
such materials. Our position in 
this regard, however, is less acute 
than in countries abroad. The 
automobile and truck output for 
normal civilian needs unquestion- 
ably would be reduced. But from 
a dealer standpoint, I do not feel 
that this necessarily holds cause 
for alarm. I have heard estimates 
this year, in some cases from 
factory executives, that the in- 
dustry with its 1910 models will 
Produce 300,000 units above ef- 
fective demand. This is a ques- 
tion always open to debate, but 
many dealers claim today that 
they are buying volume sales in 
excess of demand. Thus, a shrink- 


age in output would have a 
balancing effect on our market 
rather than a disturbing effect. 
Even without increasing prices, 
dealers could conserve a greater 
part of their profit margin since 
the pressure for volume would be 
reduced and the market would 
veer from that of a buyers’ mar- 
ket to that of a sellers’ market. 
There is no indication at present 
that demand will diminish, at 
least on anything more than a 
temporary public reaction to the 
situation abroad. 
* * * 


Increased Buying 


S a matter of fact there are 

several logical reasons why 
civilian demand for automobiles 
should increase during the next 
few months. First of all, the ex- 
penditure of $3,000,000,000 for de- 
fense by our own country, coupled 
with an increase in buying by 
European countries whose sources 
of supply abroad are declining, 
should create a wave of re-employ- 
ment not equalled since the previ- 
ous war. There can be little ques- 
tion that this increased purchas- 
ing power will be translated into 
increased sales, since behind it also 
will be a threat of rising prices or 
a form of inflation which will cre- 
ate an urge to transform earnings 
into usable goods, rather than 
hoard them as dollars which may 
be subject to devaluation. Rubber- 
necking in Europe or other parts 
of the world is definitely out, so 
that we may reasonably expect an 
increase in travel at home this 
year—partly for pleasure and part- 
ly as a result of a migration of 
workers from one job to another. 
This will mean an increased mar- 
ket for automobiles, both new and 
used. If we have a curtailed supply 
of new cars the used car market 
will benefit. There would seem to 
be little need at present to seriously 
curtail the use of gasoline and oil 
for normal civilian use, since for 
several years our petroleum in- 
dustry has been producing on a 
prorated basis to avoid  over- 
production. Shortage of crude rub- 
ber is not as yet a real problem, 
in spite of the fact that we de- 
pend almost entirely upon im- 
ports for this essential product. 
Sources are still available and in 
addition production of synthetic 
rubbers, such as Buna, require only 
increased facilities to meet our 
needs. Thus, only a shortage of cash 
or governmental restriction would 
seem to be any threat to increased 
automobile use, and cash under the 
present plan will be made available 
in greater quantities while restric- 
tion would seem unnecessary. 

* * - 


Now the question has been 
raised as to what effect the de- 
fense program will have on the 
introduction of new models this 
year. From Washington come 
reports that the government may 
ask car makers to forego model 
changes this year in order to 
speed production of machine tools 
for aviation. I don’t think this 
suggestion is of much value, since 
it comes too late. Most companies 
in the industry have advanced 
beyond the point where foregoing 
model changes this year would 
release anything to anybody and 
to withhold these changes for 
some future date would put a 
number of companies at a serious 
disadvantage. 

* x * 

Simplified Lines 
NE of the developments, whick 
might normally be expected, 
would be a simplification of auto- 
mobile lines with a narrow choice 
of body styles and equipment. This 
would probably simplify manufac- 
| turing processes and permit a 
| greater production relatively than 
|could be obtained under the mul- 
|tiple model plan. With restricted 
| production it would not be so neces- 
|sary to court buyer favor with a 
| wide range of different styles. I 
certainly believe that we may ex- 


|}pect new models for the 1941 | 
season, since plans have advanced 
too far at present to halt them. | 
What another year would bring, of 
‘course, is anybody’s guess.—W.C.C. 


‘They Shall 











NEW OFFICERS of the Wyoming Automobile Dealers Assn., left to right, 
William C. Hagens, Casper, past secretary-treasurer, who is succeeded by il- 


liam G. 


G. O. Housley, Casper, past president. 


DeVere, Cheyenne; Ed Hammer, Sheridan 
LeBar, Douglas, second vice-president; J. A. Walton, Cheyenne, 


first vice-president; John 
president, and 


Wyo. Dealers Elect Walton; 
Map Legislative Program 


Special to Automotive News 

CASPER, Wyo.—A. D. Walton, 
Ford dealer at Cheyenne, was 
elected president of the Wyoming 
Automobile Dealers Assn. at the 
annual convention here Monday. 
He succeeds G. O. Housley, Ford 
dealer at Casper. 

Other new officers include Ed 
Hammer, Chevrolet dealer at Sher- 
idan, first vice-president succeed- 
ing the late Jerry Duggan, of Chey- 
enne; John LeBar, Ford dealer 
at Douglas, second vice-president, 
and William DeVere, operator of 
the Cheyenne credit exchange, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Legislation was one of the prin- 
cipal subjects at the convention, 
and it was voted to sponsor bills 
which would lower the tow or 
caravan fee, and restrict the sales 
tax to the difference in trade-in 
deals instead of on the full amount. 
The next convention will be held 


Lincoln Dealers 
Stage Annual 
Spring Salon 


LINCOLN, Neb.—Annual Spring 
Salon Week was staged last week 
by Lincoln automobile dealers. 
Showrooms were kept open every 
evening during the week. 

One of the many interesting dis- 
plays was that of Lincoln Motor 
Co. (Oldsmobile), which showed 20 
years of Oldsmobile progress by 
displaying a 1920 44-horsepower 
four-door sedan, which sold for 
$1,995, besides a 1940 95-horsepower, 
Series 60, four-door sedan, priced 
at $899. 

Earl Hamilton Motors (Packard), 
carried out the “Motor More in 
1940” program introduced by Pack- 
ard in New York last March, when 
it chose as its exhibit theme, “Pre- 
views to Pleasure.” 

H. L. Britt, of Motor Out Co. 
(Willys distributor), called atten- 
tion to the new guarantee now 
given by Willys-Overland Motors. 


Willys’ Dealers 
Hold Driveaways 


TOLEDO. — Willys’ factory sales 
department last Tuesday _ enter- 
tained a group of dealers from 
metropolitan New York City area 
and towns in upstate New York, 
New Jersey and Connecticut. Deal- 
ers representing Willys sales out- 
lets in 18 cities of the A. W. 
Pickett, Inc., territory wound up 
their program with a substantial 
driveaway of coupes, sedans and 
commercial units. 

Wednesday, a group of Southern 
dealers, representing cities in 
Tennessee, Kentucky and Georgia, | 
gathered at the factory for another 
driveaway. Several additional drive- | 
aways from the Willys plant are | 
scheduled. 

Third of a series of dealer drive- | 
aways held last week was staged | 
| Thursday. A total of 125 cars were | 
driven from the factory. Repre- | 
| sented in the group were dealers 
from Buffalo, Syracuse, Bingham- | 
ton, Albany, N. Y.; Fergus Falls, | 
| Minneapolis, Green Bay, Wis.: | 
|Coldwater and Owosso, Mich.:| 
Aberdeen, S. D.; Clinton, Okla.: St. | 
Louis, Mo., and Gadsden, Ala. 
For a_ fresh 
read George M. 
Edgewise.”’ 








automotive viewpoint, 
Slocum’s ‘‘A Word in! 


in Cheyenne next January, coinci- 
dent with the 1941 session of the 
state legislature. Harold Symmons, 
Cheyenne Buick dealer, is chair- 
man of the legislative committee. 


Frank Kelso, state highway 
superintendent and one of the chief 
speakers, declared that the 
Wyoming caravan tax for new cars 
being towed from the eastern fac- 
tories to west coast dealers is 
costing Wyoming thousands of 
dollars. No one complained of the 
$1.50 fee, he continued, but the 
present $6 fee has reduced fee 
receipts during the past 12 months 
$14,394 as compared with $25,618 
when the lower fee prevailed. 


“It isn’t the loss in revenue to 
the state government that hurts,” 
he said, “since that is only a 
minor matter. However, there were 
17,079 cars taken through the 
state the last year the $1.50 fee 
prevailed as compared to 2,399 dur- 
ing the past year. Each car uses 
an estimated 15 gallons of gas to 
go across the state, figuring very 
conservatively, and the big loss is 
to garages, filling station operators, 
restaurant men, etc. We_ should 
drop the caravan fee to what it 
used to be for very obvious rea- 
sons.” 


M. E. Robertson, Casper Dodge 
dealer, was toastmaster at the noon 
luncheon which was given to the 
dealers through the courtesy of 
Casper Supply Co., T. C. Tonkin, 
president, and the Wyoming Auto- 
motive Co. W. F. Wilgerson, 
president. 


The afternoon speaker was J. W. 
Williams, executive director of the 
unemployment compensation com- 
mission, who discussed social secur- 
ity and allied problems as_ they 
affect Wyoming automobile dealers. 


Fla. Dealers, Motorists 


Defeat City Tax Plan 


CLEARWATER, Fla.—Rising up 
in opposition, residents and auto- 
mobile dealers here last week de- 
feated a plan of the city commis- 
sion to impose a $3 municipal 
license charge on automobiles and 
trucks. 


Proposed as a means of offsetting 
higher expenditures during the new 
fiscal year, the plan was dropped 
by the commission when a large 
group of citizens and business men 
protested. The plan embraced com- 
pulsory inspection. 


& 


Reap the Whirlwind’ 


CATA Condemns 


Riotous Trading 


On 1940 Models 


CHICAGO. — Under the heading 
of “Reaping the Whirlwind,” the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. 
analyzes the lack of parity be- 
tween new car registrations and 
other business indices, and con- 
cludes that dealers have made their 
sales record this year at the sacri- 
fice of wild used car trading, over- 
stocking of new cars and unsound 
operations in general. 

A bulletin of the CATA points 
out that, while new car registra- 
tions nationally increased 28 per- 
cent and those in Cook county 41 
percent in the first three months 
this year over the same period last 
year, the Federal Reserve Board’s 
U. S. production index was up only 
11 percent, department store sales 
3 percent, farm income 12 percent, 
and carloadings 8 percent. 

Preceding the citing of these 
comparisons, the bulletin says: 

“There is an old Biblical saying 
that ‘They have sown the wind 
and they shall reap the whirlwind.’ 
We hope that this will not apply 
to too many automobile dealers 
during the coming months, because 
unfortunately the whirlwind, if it 
does come, will sweep before it 
dealers who unwillingly have been 
plunged into riotous trading. 

“It is evident that new car deal- 
ers who want to stay in the busi- 
ness will order and take only as 
many cars as they can make a 
profit on and will not overcrowd 
themselves with too many 1940 
models. They will maintain only 
enough new and used cars to 
operate on a sane and cautious 
level.” 

The message concludes: “Wild 
trading has prompted many per- 
sons to buy new cars either earlier 
in the year or instead of purchas- 
ing late model used cars. Dealers 
have apparently been shooting their 
bolt in the first three or four 
months of 1940 by giving cars 
away at or near cost instead of 
dispersing sales through the sea- 
son at a reasonable profit. They 
have greatly increased their vol- 
ume by lowering prices at no one’s 
expense — except their own.” 


Seller of Car to Minor 


Not Liable for Negligence 

LOUISVILLE.—The seller of an 
automobile to a minor under 18 is 
not liable for the minor’s negli- 
gence, the court of appeals has 
held in a suit by the administrator 
of the estate of Oscar Ingram 
against the Advance Motor Co., 
Louisville. Ingram and his two 
children were killed in December, 
1938, in a collision involving Paul 
Tindle, 15, who was driving a car 
bought from the Advance com- 
pany. 

The section in the law, relating 
to the owner’s liability for negli- 
gence of a minor in operation of 
a motor vehicle, does not mention 
> Se dealer, the court 
said. 


S. C. Dealers Celebrate 


COLUMBIA, S. C. — Approximatel 
300 South Carolina Chevrolet dealers 
celebrated a successful March - April 
sales campaign with a dinner fast 
week in otel Jefferson. Dinner was 
sponsored by Charlotte zone office, of 
which J. E. Early is manager. 





LOU STEWART, Chrysler distributor in St. 


himself, displays the 
fashion in his St. Louis showroom. 


new Chrysler Highlander 


Louis, and a braw Scotsman 
convertible model in this 
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AUTOMOTIVE 


One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value.—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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FTC Regulations 


Wi the national defense program now in the making 
likely to set up new boards of business control, the 
fate of the famous FTC code for the automotive industry 
may be automatically decided. New conditions may be es- 
tablished, which would make such a code not only unneces- 
sary but an encumbrance. Nevertheless, Donald Richberg 
and Charles Bishop in their brief against the code have 
brought out some important points on self-regulation which 
we feel are worthy of notice. 

Richberg at one point says: “No one has ever contended 
that a manufacturer’s control of his own production, or a 
dealer’s control of his own inventory, is a restraint of trade 
and there is every reason in favor of the closest co-operation 
between dealers and their respective manufacturers to ad- 
just the supply of a product to the effective demand.” 

Speaking of used car price controls among dealers, the 
brief says: “In the first place when a dealer makes an al- 
lowance for a used car, he does not buy it according to the 
customary standards which would determine price. He is 
not buying something he wants, but helping the seller get 
rid of an old car so that he will be the purchaser of a new 
car. If the dealer does not offer the seller as much as a fair 
price, the owner can and will advertise the car and sell it 
privately, or some independent used car buyer may offer a 
better price. So the dealer cannot take a monopolistic ad- 
vantage of the seller and there is no real danger that a price 
can be ‘fixed’.” 

While at the present time it seems possible that the de- 
velopment of our national defense program may bring about 
conditions which will end many of our merchandising ills, 
ending of that program would bring them back into focus. 
We think the NADA brief before the FTC is well balanced 
and well put. 


Insurance Acumen 


ALANCING the scales, so that the recent adjustment of 
Illinois’ automobile insurance rates will save policy- 
holders in that state something like $500,000 a year, really 
deserves the attention of Robert Ripley for one of his “Be- 
lieve It Or Not” cartoons. For the action recently taken by 
Illinois’ director of insurance is worth copying by other 
states. Ernest Palmer is the clear-thinking director respon- 
sible. He is permitting the insurance companies to lower the 
rates on fire and theft but increasing the charges on col- 
lision insurance. 

This last action is an indictment of careless drivers, and 
the decreases can be credited to the engineers and police. 
For, says Palmer, “Improvement in car construction has sub- 
stantially reduced fire losses and the work of law-enforce- 
ment bodies has greatly reduced car thefts. Collision insur- 
ance, however, has been written at a loss by insurance com- 
panies for many years, and, in fairness to the insurance 
companies, there will be a moderate increase in these rates.” 

The automobile industry’s engineers may take as a high 
compliment to their ingenuity the reducing of fire hazards. 
It wasn’t so long ago that fire extinguishers were considered 
as part of the necessary equipment of the average automo- 
bile. And at one time stealing cars was a most profitable 


business in itself. Next, therefore, we must work for a re- | 


duction of highway collisions. The Safety Foundation, 
headed by Paul Hoffman, has that in hand, however, so all 
hope in this direction is not lost. 





|! received, of course! 





“—’DESE If you are as old as I am 


DIZZY 
DAYS!” 


you will remember when 
movies were shown in 
remodeled stores, 20 or 
30 feet wide, with a gum-chewing 
piano-player interpolating the strug- 
gle of the hero and the villain on 
the cliff or the long drawn-out kiss 
with suitable music. The _ slow- 
motion picture (which is actually 
made by taking the film at double 
speed and showing it at half speed) 
had not yet been invented. A 
good substitute, however, which al- 
ways had them rolling-in-the-aisles, 
was to run a diving scene back- 
wards so the diver actually came 
out of the water and landed up- 
right on the board. But the best of 
all was when they ran the film at 
double speed and showed the busy 
corner of say, 42nd and Broadway, 
with street cars, taxi-cabs and 
pedestrians, all darting across each 
other’s paths in the most delirious 
fashion. Remember? 

* * * 


Well, I think most of us are be- 
ginning to feel we have been sit- 
ting this past week in a continuous 
showing of this kind of a film. 
Bombers, planes, tanks, fifth col- 
umns, refugees, dictators, kaisers, 
kings and air-alarms in one 
jumbled mess, coming from Europe. 
And, as if that were not enough, 
present and would-be presidents, 
senators, representatives, governors, 
mayors and the commissioned of- 
ficers of the three branches of our 
defense all mixed up with millions, 
billions and Red Cross cotillions. 
Our own personal and private busi- 
ness seems to have shrunk into a 
tiny little atom in the big scheme 
of things! 

* * 

By sticking my neck out in last 
week’s column and saying I be- 
lieve the United States ought to 
keep out of this European mess 
I’ve been dubbed by one friend a 
“Fifth Columnist” (which I take as 
a possible compliment inasmuch as 
I have never even been called a 
columnist) and by another reader 
who lives a long way from Detroit 
and therefore does not know me 
so well, as a fit (?) candidate for 
president, if I can make my last 
week’s expression a part of my 
platform. I have long observed that 
it is those who scream loudest for 
their constitutional rights of free 
speech who are the first to call 
anyone who does not agree with 
them a traitor to his country or a 
“pro” this or that. Now we've in- 
vented a new term—if your neigh- 
bor does not agree with you, put 
him down as a “fifth columnist.” 

oa ~ x 


Every night when I lay me down 
to sleep I promise that the follow- 
ing day I will neither see, hear 
nor speak about the war. I will 
stick to my own business and my 
own family, try to pay my debts 
and keep all the people working 
for me employed, but allowing 
those in Washington (who should 
be better informed), to take care 
of my interests as a stockholder in 
U. S. A., Inc. But from the minute 
I pick up the morning paper until I 
shut off the radio that night I am 
right where I was the day before 
and I repeat my useless pledge and 
try to catch some worried sleep 
again. Aren’t we all? 

. es 

Irrespective of Wall Street mar- 
kets, business is better and will 
continue to get better or at least 
so the charts show. My favorite, 
Business Week’s Index, which 
touched bottom the first week in 
April, has been rising ever since; 
slowly but definitely. A month ago 
it was 104.8, last week it was 106.9 
and May stood 108.7. A year ago it 
was only 90.6. Business was getting 
better anyway but with this billion 
dollars for armament it is going to 
zoom, or else I’m a poor prophet. 


Remember the billion to be spent | 
goes for American materials, Amer- | 


ican labor and will be produced by 


American corporations. Money spent | 


within the family isn’t really 
“spent,” it’s only passed around 
and your job and mine is to try 
land get our share of it—for value 


G. M.S. 





Ready for the Call 


In This Corner— 


‘Sales Proeedure ....’ 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 
be observed upon request. 


Freight 


Please advise us if you know of 
an Indiana federal court decision 
relating to automobiles sold be- 
tween dealers and purchasers, in 
which case the dealer was forced 
to sell at prices advertised by the 
manufacturer, plus the _ actual 
freight charges, etc. 


If you know of such a decision, 
we would appreciate your advising 
us.—Nixon Butt, president, Nixon 
Butt Motors, Inc., Orlando, Fla. 

Epitor’s Note: Automotive News 
has not heard of any decision that 
would cover this subject in a gen- 
eral way. It is possible, of course, 
that a decision along this line may 
have been handed down in cases 
involving fraud on the part of the 
dealer. We have also checked this 
with the counsel for National Au- 
tomobile Dealers Assn. and he is 
not familiar with the decision you 
mention. 


We will both make further effort 
to run th’s down and will commu- 
nicate with you again if we are 
able to find anything. As we un- 
derstand, the decision you have in 
mind would be one which would 
definitely establish the manufac- 
turer’s advertised price as the price 
of the car to which the dealer 
would then be allowed to add only 
actual freight cost to him. In other 
words, a@ decision which would 
definitely stipulate the procedure 
to be followed in the sale of an 
automobile. 


Packs Wallop 

“Word in Edgewise” in your May 
20 issue “hit me right between the 
eyes.” It packed so much common- 
sense.—C. L. Connor, Louisville. 


For President 

If you write any more articles 
like your May 20, “—-a word in 
edgewise,” I am going to start a 
Slocum - for- President movement. 
Very seldom in these hysterical 
days does so much good hard 
commonsense get into print. 

Our danger of a Nazi invasion 





may be real, but not nearly so 
imminent as the danger to which 
the glamour boys in Washington 
will expose us if we don’t keep 
our eye on them. 


God save the republic from the 
amateur messiahs.—I. S. Mattingly, 
Stamford, Conn. 


P.S.: When you are elected I am 
going to apply for the ambassa- 
dorship to Bali-Bali. 


Saga Reader 


I got quite a thrill out of coming 
unexpectedly upon my name in the 
Apr. 29 installment of “Who, Me?” 
I’m a regular reader, of course, of 
Chris Sinsabaugh’s saga. The 
Chrysler part which you say will 
be forthcoming, will be particularly 
interesting to me and I am looking 
forward to it. 


I am sending a copy of the story 
to Duncan Curry, who is living at 
2835 East First Street, Long Beach, 
Calif—C. E. T. Scharps, Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborn, New 
York, N. Y. 


| Coming Events | 


JUNE 
9-14—White Sulphur Springs, W. Va. 
SAE Summer meeting (Greenbrief 
Hotel). 
10-13 — St. Louis (Jefferson Hotel). 
Automotive Engine Rebuilders 
Assn. annual convention. 


17-18—Caesar’s Head, S. C. South Caro- 
lina Automobile Dealers Assn. an- 
nual conclave. 

24-25—Syracuse, N. ¥. (Onondaga _Ho- 
tel). Empire State Automobile Mer- 
chants Assn. annual convention. 

27-28—Chicago (Edgewater Beach Ho- 
tel). Automotive Trade Assn. Man- 
agers meeting. 

OCTOBER : 

12-19—New York (Grand Central Pal 
ace). National Automobile Show. 

12-19—Detroit (Convention Hall) Auto 
mobile Show. 

19-26—Pittsburgh (Hunt Armory). AD 
nual Automobile Show. 

26-Nov. 3—Chicago 
phitheatre). Chicago 


Show. 
DECEMBER | 
9-14—Chicago (Navy Pier). Annua’ 
Automotive Service Industrie 

Show. 


(International Am- 
Automobile 







































































n- 


n- 
le 


al 
pA 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MAY 27, 1940 


Why do they love to murder: 











SWEET ADRLINE 2 


he THE SOUL of nearly every American 
there’s something that makes him want 
to get in some barber shop harmony 
whenever opportunity presents. 

Perfectly sane people, who know they 
can’t sing, will murder Sweet Adeline 
on the porch of a summer cottage and 
be astonished at how good they are. 
Bank presidents will spend years mas- 
tering a good bass boom-de-a-da for 
Mandy Lee, and plumbers are never so 
happy as when they’re plumbing the 
raptures of “I’ve Been Workin’ on the 
Railroad.” 

Why is it? Maybe it’s just that some 
things in America get so close to our 
hearts, are shared by so many of us, 
that they are America. Things like coffee 
and doughnuts and the seventh-inning 
stretch. Like the Statue of Liberty and 


ec THE SATURDAY EVENING p (\NT 


pumpkin pie and the funny papers and 
the Fourth of July. 

For that matter, like The Saturday 
Evening Post. 

Glance through the Post’s pages and 
you'll feel that they’re charged with the 
same emotion that makes us all like 
fried chicken and Mickey Mouse and 
harmonizin’ “Old Black Joe.’ You'll 
sense that, from the front cover paint- 
ing to the four-color ad on the back, 
here is America... your America... in 
print. 

Millions have felt the same thing be- 
fore you. They came to the Post and 
found Tugboat Annie, and she was as 
American as an ice cream soda. They 
found Mr. Tutt and Alexander Botts 
and a guy named Glencannon. They 
found Northwest Passage and Helen 


Hayes and Little Lulu. They found the 
Americans everybody loves. They found 
the magazine most like themselves. 

And they read it. Read it with so 
much eagerness and faith that adver- 
tisers have come to know the Post as 
America’s number one mover of mer- 
chandise. Year after year, they award 
the Post more advertising dollars, by 
far, than any other magazine. 


“~ “~ “ 
AGAIN IN 1939, and during the first 
quarter of 1940, advertisers in the en- 
tire automotive field placed a greater 
dollar volume of advertising in the 
Post than in the next seven weekly 
magazines combined. In fact, the Post 
has led in automotive advertising for 
more than two decades — ever since 
records have been kept. 
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16 Drivers Alread 
Wood Alcohol Being Used 





In Supercharged Engines 


INDIANAPOLIS.—Sixteen entries 
out of a list of 49 already had 
qualified last week for the annual 
Memorial Day 500-Mile Interna- 
tional Sweepstakes, which will be 
run off here next Thursday. Addi- 
tional qualifying runs were sched- 
uled over the week-end. 

This insures a field of at least 
16 and it is likely that the total 
will be considerably boosted before 
the qualifying rounds are ended. 
Rex Mays, driving a Bowes Seal 
Fast Special, which finished second 
last year, will have the pole posi- 
tion in this year’s event. This 
position is won by setting the 
highest speed for the day in the 
first day of qualification. Mays 
set the mark at 127.850 miles per 


Judge Quashes 
Indictment on 


Firestone Ads 


COLUMBUS, O. — Decision of 
Judge Dana F. Reynolds, quashing 
an indictment against the Firestone 
Tire & Rubber Co. charging false 
advertising, may be appealed to 
the court of appeals, County Prose- 
cutor Ralph J. Bartlett has an- 
nounced. 

In quashing the charge, Judge 
Reynolds held that the indictment 
failed properly to charge an offense. 
His decision, which was returned 
in connection with the advertising 
of tire prices, explained that the 
advertisement did “not purport to 
represent a 50 percent saving on 
all standard tires, but announced 
savings in such tires up to 50 
percent.” 


Pacific Mills Names 


Birkby to New Post 

NEW YORK. — Pacific Mills an- 
nounces the appointment of Harold 
Stewart Birkby to the duties of 
merchandising the fabrics now be- 
ing sold under the firm’s new in- 
formative labeling policy, Pacific 
Factag. 

Birkby will act as liaison between 
the company and the manufactur- 
ers, wholesalers and retailers. He 
will devote his entire time to the 
informative labeling program. Pre- 
viously Birkby was manager of the 
technical sales department of Can- 
non Mills, and at one time was 
in the sales promotion department 
of Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey. 
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o9NICKEL 


STEELS SPEED “ROTO-MATIC” 





Prominent member of the machine 
tool family in the automotive in- 
dustry is a multiple-spindle drill- 
ing machine built by Davis & 
Thompson Company, Milwaukee. 
Widely known as the “Roto-Matic,” 
this machine is a vertical center 
column type with an automatic in- 
dexing table, providing great flexi- 
bility of operation. Being designed 
specifically for high production, 
this machine is endowed with great 
stamina and ruggedness through 
the use of strong, tough, and wear- 
resistant Nickel alloy steels. To 
assure long life and trouble-free 
performance SAE 3140 Nickel- 
chromium steel, heat-treated, is 
specified for gears, spindles, ar- 
bors, and shafting. In addition, 


Davis & Thompson make five types 
of speed reducers, 
3140 for shafts, 


utilizing SAE 

and SAE 4615 
Nickel - molybde- 
num steel, case- 
hardened, for 
pinions. 


INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 


hour. Second best went to Wilbur 
Shaw in a Boyle Special with a 
speed of 127.065 miles per hour. 

American Petroleum Institute’s 
committee on motor fuels reports 
that most of the supercharged en- 
gines in Indianapolis race will em- 
ploy synthetic methyl (wood) al- 
cohol as the prime ingredient of 
their fuel mixes. 

Although wood alcohol 
considered practical for ordinary 
cars, the report states that it 
possesses decided advantages for 
the supercharged racing car en- 
gines, including doubled fuel con- 
sumption, since the heat energy 
content is only 47 percent that of 
gasoline. Poor starting properties 
are more than offset, it is declared, 
by the “tremendous cooling effect 
of wood alcohol on the fuel charge.” 

“This greatly increases at high 
speed the acceleration and power 
output, two prime _ performance 
characteristics demanded in rac- 
ing,” the committee’s report says, 
and continues: 

“To compensate for their higher 
fuel consumption, alcohol burners 
at Indianapolis normally carry 
fuel tanks with capacities of 50 to 
60 gallons, compared to 30 to 35 
gallons for gasoline burners. 

“Ethyl (grain) alcohol finds only 
a marginal use in racing, since its 
cooling effect is about 26 percent 
lower than wood alcohol, while 
containing the latter’s disadvant- 
ages of high consumption and 
poor starting to virtually the same 
degree.” 

Studebaker Champion will set the 
pace for race this year which, 
barring accidents and bad weather, 
is expected to result in some new 
records for the event. Straightaway 
speeds are reported running as 
high as 180 miles per hour. 

Those who had qualified before 
Saturday included: 

127.850 miles per hour, Rex Mays; 
127.065, Wilbur Shaw; 125.624, Mauri 
Rose; 125.545, Ted Horn; 125.331, 
Kelly Petillo; 124.753, Melvin Han- 
sen; 123.064, Sam Hanks; 123.673, 
Cliff Bergere; 123.376, “Shorty” Cant- 
lon; 123.216, Frank Wearne; 122.- 
716, Frank Brisko; 122.624, Tommy 
Hennershitz; 122.486, Harry Mc- 
Quinn; 122.432, Joel Thorne; 121.889, 
George Barringer; 121.343, Russel 
Snowberger. 


Mitchell Named Head 


Of Crosley Car Division 


CINCINNATI. — Sam C. Mitchell 
has been appointed manager of the 
Automobile division of Crosley 
Corp., according 
to Raymond C. 
Cosgrove, vice- 
president and 
general manager 
of the Manufac- 
turing division of 
the corporation. 

Mitchell comes 
to Crosley from 
Nash - Kelvinator 


is not 





ai 


2 Corp., where for 
“a SD, ea years he held sev- 
Sam C. Mitchell eral executive po- 


sitions. Prior to 
his connection with Nash-Kelvi- 
nator, he was sales manager of 
Reo Motor Car Co. Among the 
posts he has held in the automobile 
industry are assistant sales man- 
ager of Hudson, and sales man- 
ager of the Truck division of 
Durant Motors. 


10 Carloads of Plymouth 
Taxis Shipped to Boston 


DETROIT.—Heading the list of 
fleet shipments from Detroit auto- 
mobile factories last week were 10 
carloads of new Plymouth taxicabs 
for Town Taxi of Boston. The 
entire fleet of black-and-white 
Plymouth sedans will go into ser- 
vice immediately for Boston taxi- 
cab passengers. 

The cars were purchased by 
Town Taxi through Clyde Patten, 
Chrysler-Plymouth dealer in Bos- 
ton. 


For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 
read George M. Slocum's ‘‘A Word in 
Edgewise.”’ 
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y Qualified for 500-Race Classic 





At the Race... 





BUICK IS SUPPLYING three cars to members of the AAA contest board for 
the 500-mile race at Indianapolis Memorial Day. Seth Klein, chief starter, is 
Buick 70 Roadmaster convertible coupe, finished 
in ivory and monogrammed with the official AAA seal. Ted Doescher, chief 
steward of the race, drives a Buick series 50 Super convertible coupe, painted a 
brilliant red with similar monogram, while Harry Bennett, chief observer, is 
at the wheel of a Buick Series 50 Super two-tone blue sedan. These men 
officiate at the trials during the week preceding the race as well as at the big 


driving a specially-engineere 


event. 





RECORD BREAKERS meet at Indianapolis. Raoul Riganti, center, Argentinian 
speed king, who drove a Hudson to victory across the Andes from Chile to 
Buenos Aires, meets W. E. Schmelzel, Hudson distributor for the Indianapolis 
Marr, American driver, who piloted a 1940 Hudson Six 

other closed stock car has ever traveled before. 
asoline Alley at the Indianapolis Speedway, where 


territory, and Budd 
farther and faster than an 
This picture was taken in 


Riganti will race in the Memorial Day classic. 


25 Post-Graduates Finish 
Chevrolet Training Course 


S. H. Trownsell, 
Chevrolet Co., Oak Park, III. 

W. G. A. Hanna, General Auto 
Sales, Nanaimo, B. C., Canada; C. 
B. C. Harris, Williams, Hunt & 
Harris (Pty.), Ltd. Benoni, Trans- 
vaal, South Africa; J. D. Potgieter, 
Motors 
Kimberley, South Africa and G. E. 
Smith, Kamloops, B. C., Canada. 


DETROIT.—Graduation exercises 
for 25 members of Chevrolet’s ninth 
Post-Graduate School of Modern 
Merchandising and Management, 
which furnishes an_ eight-weeks 
course of intensive special training 
for dealers’ sons, were held May 
17 at Book-Cadillac hotel here. 

Commencement speaker was M. 
E. Coyle, Chevrolet general man- 
ager. Guests included T. H. Keat- 
ing, assistant general sales man- 
ager, who acted as_ toastmaster, 
and K. M. Chase and E. A. Nim- 
nicht, assistant general sales man- 
agers. 

T. O. McLaughlin, director and 
chief instructor of the school, in- 
troduced Harry G. Knight, of Hack- 
ensack, N. J., class president. 
Knight and each of the other 
graduates spoke briefly, reviewing 
the benefits obtained from their 
course in the school. 


Graduates were F. W. Anderson, 
Berry Chevrolet Co., St. Paul, 
Minn.; R. T. Bailey, Bailey Motor 
Co., Mt. Auburn, IIl.; W. F. Brad- 
ford, Ventura Motor Co., Ventura, 
Calif.; Howard DeGraw, DeGraw 
Chevrolet, Riverdale, N. J. 

R. R. Faucheux, Faucheux Chev- 
rolet Co., Lutcher, La.; C. N. Goett- 
sche, Charlies Chevrolet Co., Hig- 
gins, Tex.; M. O. Hernas, Hernas 
Chevrolet Co., Davenport, Wash.; 
M. A. Jarvis jr., Max Jarvis Chev- 
rolet Co., Troup, Tex. 

H. G. Knight, Shea Chevrolet 
Co., Hackensack, N. J.; F. B. Lan- 
caster, Montgomery Auto Co., Inc., 
Louisville, Ky.; A. W. Lasley, Las- 
ley & Son, Grace, Ida.; A. H. Ley, 


Edwards Chevrolet Co., Greeley, 
Colo.; C. O. Lindahl, Lindahl 
Brothers, Iron River, Mich.; H. 


R. Marsh, jr., Marsh and Grosfield 
Sales, Inc., Dearborn, Mich. 

D. E. Ranere, Ranere Chevrolet 
Co., Hammonton, N. J.; G. A. Rein- 
hard, Palmerton Motor Corp., 
Palmerton, Pa.; C. S. Russell, Dav- 
ison-Applegate Co., Flint, Mich.; B. 
O. Shattuck, Shattuck’s Garage, 
Inc., Springfield, Vt.; E. A. Swan- 


son, Hardin Sales & Service, Orion, 
Troutwine | 


Troutwine, 
Arcanum, 


nm Ds. 


Auto Service Co., ©. 





Potgieters 


Jenkins to Get 
Champion Cluh’s 


Annual Award 


INDIANAPOLIS. — Ab Jenkins 
veteran automobile driver, wil} be 
honored by the men who make 
speed their profession May 27, 
when the Champion 100 Mile-an. 
Hour Club meets here for its an. 
nual banquet. 

Jenkins, like Ralph DePalma, 
Gar Wood and Roscoe Turner, has 
been selected as the recipient of a 
commemorative plaque because of 
his contributions to motor testing. 
His collection of world speed and 
endurance records was swelled to 
290 last year by his exploits on 
Utah's Salt Beds. 


At the same time, Zeke Meyer, 
organization president, announced 
that three new members will be 
inducted into the club. They are 
Babe Stapp, Joe Thorne and 
Frank Wearne. Jimmie Snyder, 
fourth driver who qualified for 
membership in the 1939 Indian- 
apolis race, was killed near St. 
Louis last year. 


Initiation of three drivers by the 
Champion 100 Mile-an-Hour Club 
will mark the largest group taken 
into the organization within recent 
years. Throughout the history of 
automobile racing only 24 drivers 
had previously met the club re- 
quirements of an average of 100. 
miles-an-hour without relief over 
the full Indianapolis distance. The 
honorary organization is sponsored 
by Champion Spark Plug Co. 


4 New Members 
Added by ATAM 


CHICAGO. — With 100 percent 
representation as the goal, mem- 
bership in the Automotive Trade 
Assn. Managers has increased by 
four in the past month and by 24 
during the past nine months, it 
is announced by John E. Raine, 
president. 


The four new additions are 
Charles C. Adams, manager of 
Eastbay Motor Car Dealers, Inc., 
Oakland, Calif.; A. R. Christie, 
secretary - manager of Oklahoma 
City, Motor Car Dealers Assn.; 
James C. Havron, secretary of 
Tennessee Automobile Dealers 
Assn., Nashville, and John R. War- 
rington, manager of Cincinnati 
Automobile Dealers Assn. 


Chicago Ave. 


(Pty), Lad, 


500-Mile Race Entry List 





SIZE MOTOR 
Piston 
Disp 
DRIVERS CAR Cyl. Cu. In ENTRANT 

Duke Nalon Marks Special 4 255 Joe Marks 
Cliff Bergere Noc-Out Hose Clamp Spl. 4 270 Lou Moore, Inc. 
Mauri Rose Unnamed 4 270 Lou Moore, Inc. 
Harry McQuinn Hollywood Pay-Day Special 8 181 * Bill White Racing Cars, Inc. 
Merril ‘“‘Doc’’ Williams Unnamed + 255 ft Merril Williams 
Sam Hanks Unnamed 4 182 * Leon Duray 
Unnamed Wheeler Special 8 91 ¢ Wheelers Lunch 
Wilbur Shaw Boyle Special 8 179.2° Boyle Racing Headquarters 
Ted Horn Boyle Special 8 268 ft Boyle Racing Headquarters 
Chet Miller Boyle Special 4 257.2 Boyle Racing Headquarters 
Bob Swanson Sampson Special 16 183 * Sampson Motors Inc. 
Joie Chitwood Hollywood Pay-Day Special 4 255 Bill White 
Kelly Petillo Indiana Fur Special 4 270 Kelly Petillo 
Unnamed Miller Special 6 180.39t* Eddie Offutt 
George Barringer Miller Special 6 180.39¢* Eddie Offutt 
Unnamed Walsh Offenhauser 4 270.2 Ed Walsh 
Raul Riganti Maserati 8 183 * Raul Riganti 
Shorty Cantlon Surber Special 4 262 Frederick A. Surber 
Unnamed Unnamed 8 255 Phil Shafer 
Unnamed Refinoil Motor Oil Special 4 255 Anthony Gulotta 
Unnamed Alfa Romeo 8 177 * Frank T. Griswold jr. 
Russ Snowberger Unnamed t 255 f Russell Snowberger 
Unnamed Unnamed 4 270 Paul Weirick 
Emil Andres Belanger Foltz 4 255 Murrell Belanger 
Rex Mays Bowes Seal Fast Special 8 179.6* Bowes Racing, Inc. 
Tommy Hinnershitz Marks Offenhauser 4 270 Joe Marks 
Unnamed Unnamed 4 255 Joe Lencki 
Geo. Connor Unnamed 6 265 Joe Lencki 
Melvin Hansen Hartz Special 8 182.1¢* Harry Hartz 
Unnamed Alfa Romeo 8 183 * Wharton-Dewart Motor Rac., Inc 
Joe Thorne Unnamed 6 271 Joe Thorne, Inc. 
Unnamed Unnamed Joe Thorne, Inc. 
Ira Hall Unnamed 6 172 Ted Nowiak-Carl Magnee 
Ralph Hepburn Bowes Sealfast Special 4 170 f W. C. Winfield 
Tony Willman Leader Card Special Bob Wilke 
Unnamed Walt Woestman Special 4 270 Walt Woestman 
Unnamed Holabird Tenn. Red Cedar S, 4 255 Wilbur Shaw 
Unnamed Lucy O'Reilly Schell Spl. 8 183 * Mrs. Lucy O'Reilly Schell 
Unnamed Lucy O'Reilly Schell Spl. 8 183 * Mrs. Lucy O'Reilly Schell 
Overton Phillips Phillips Special 8 269 V. H. Phillips 
Frank Brisko Unnamed 6 271 ft Frank Brisko 
Unnamed Elgin Piston Pin Special 6 271 Elgin Piston Pin Co 
Bud Martinson Keller Special 4 255 Tf Marty Keller 
Henry Banks Cheesman Maserati 8 182.2* Hollis A. Cheesman 
Louis Durant Schoof Special 4 255 Wm. A. Schoof 
Wesley Crawford Miller Special 4 270 ft Wm. Corley 
Unnamed Kimmel Special 12 267 Louis Kimmel 
Unnamed Unnamed 4 181.5 Rudolph Wehr 
Bill Lipscomb Watson Special a 226 Donald J. Greene 
Explanation of Symbols— 
*Supercharged. tFront Drive. tFour-Wheel Drive. 183 

(Under International rules adopted for Indianapolis, supercharged motors cannot exceed a 
cubic inches piston displacement, and non-supercharged motors 274 cubic inches and the size © 
the motor governs the weight of the car.) 
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Plymouth Triple-Profit Deal- 
ership in your community. If 
the territory is open, why not 
get our triple-profit proposi- 
tion? Drop a line to Forest H. 
Akers, Vice-President, Dodge 
Division of Chrysler Corpora- 
tion, Detroit, Michigan. 
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Detroit Reports 
Sharp Increase 


In April Sales 


DETROIT.—Sales of new cars 
in Wayne county (Detroit) during 
April totaled 12,405 units, a sharp 
increase over the 7,571 vehicles sold 
in the same month last year. Truck 
sales likewise showed a big gain, 
hitting 715 units to compare with 
498 in the comparable month of 
1939. 

Ford continued in the van of new 
car sales, April’s total being 3,053. 
Others followed in this order: 
Chevrolet with 2,596; Plymouth 
with 1,254; Dodge 1,053; Buick 849; 
Pontiac 825; Mercury 595; Oldsmo- 
bile 466; Chrysler 387; Hudson 335; 
Packard 238; Nash 130; Lincoln 
108; Studebaker 101; LaSalle 101; 
Cadillac 33; Willys 16 and Gra- 
ham 1. 


Ford also led in truck registra- 
tions with 285. Following in order 
were Chevrolet with 167; Dodge 
107; International 53; GMC 50; 
Plymouth 22; Federal 10; Autocar 
9; Divco 6; White 5 and Mack 1. 


Pete Wemhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 
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THE 15 CHEVROLET salesmen, who will be stationed at that division’s 
exhibit in the General Motors building at the New York World’s Fair, were 
conducted through the Chevrolet and Fisher Body Tarrytown (N. Y.) plants 
and entertained at a luncheon at the Briarcliff Country Club on the day before 
taking their posts. This photo, taken at the luncheon, shows, left to right, W. 
J. Graveson, Chevrolet Atlantic Coast regional manager; Ellery Wright, man- 


ager, Chevrolet Tarrytown plant, and C. 


E. Hoehn, manager Fisher Body 
Tarrytown plant. 





providing greater warmth in win- 
ter and coolness in summer. 

The material, of sheet aluminum 
cemented to both side of heavy, 
tough kraft paper, reflects approxi- 
mately 95 percent of all radiant 
heat striking its surface, Snow said. 


New Wheel Brushes 


TOWSON, Md.—Van Dorn is now 
offering a new group of high quality 
wire wheel brushes which are being 
made by a patented process. Brushes 
are known as Whirlwind Wire Wheel 
brushes. 


Use Aluminum Foil 
In Service Dept. 


CHICAGO.—Aluminum foil cov- 
ering for the ceilings of its service 
station has just been introduced 
by Snow Bros., pioneer Ford deal- 
ers in suburban Oak Park. 

Discussing the installation, Lynn 
S. Snow, president of the company, 
pointed out that it has the ad- 
vantages of improving lighting and 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


cars were universally made of 
wood. Steel bodies apparently did 
not make their appearance until 
a little over a hundred years ago. 
However, the body-making indus- 
try little realized the revolution in 
material and coloring processes 
that was just around the corner 
for them. They did not know what 
was to come out of the laboratory 
of that young metallurgist, Stein- 
metz, then only a student at Cali- 
fornia Tech.” 
* * * 


AND THEN Twohy starts to 
“draw a broad bow” as to 2037. 

“We mentioned before the three 
power sources in the earliest of 
those antique cars — internal com- 
bustion, steam and electricity. They 
apparently all had their champions, 
judging from what records we have 
left and from the cars themselves,” 
he says. “Electricity soon faded 
out of the picture. Steam held on 
longer but its form of conversion 
was the primitive one of first heat- 
ing water to make steam, then 
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using the expansive force of this 
product to act directly on ‘pistons’ 
and in turn to be condensed back 
into water and used over again. It 
was a wasteful use of but a smal] 
amount of energy in the fuel, but 
in the end it was to triumph over 
its rival, the internal «: mbustion 
engine. 
* * * 

“THE GASOLINE engine reached 
its greatest absurdity later on than 
the period of these antiques, in 
the shape of 12 and 16-cylinder 
monstrosities. Knowing nothing 
better, they were considered in 
their day the ultimate in automo. 
tive power. However, the entire gas 
engine business collapsed in 4g 
period less than five years with the 
development of the Fleury ray in 
1965. This once mysterious ray in 
its quartz glass, U-shaped tube, 
changed the liquid in the tanks to 
a gas at 3,000 pounds pressure that 
drove the small turbine directly 
coupled to the rear axle, and then, 
paradox on paradox, condensed the 
used gas to a liquid to be again 
expanded. 

* * * 


“All of this operation was con- 
trolled by a small master electric 
eye that scanned the whirling, 
dancing gas — now green, now 
flame-colored — in the small com- 
partment on the dash. The whole 
weight of the power plant of the 
car dropped to the remarkable 
total of less than 100 pounds. This 
decrease in turn required the entire 


redesigning of the car itself, so | 


car weights were brought down 
to about 200 pounds per passenger. 
* * * 


“AGAIN IT was thought that 


the last word had been said on | 
motor design and the industry tried | 
































desperately to readjust itself to the | 


far-reaching changes. In 1999, it 
was jolted down by an even more 
breath-taking development with 
the discovery by the English scien- 
tist, Lawrence, of means of chang- 
ing thermal energy directly into 
electric energies. This power source 
had been the dream of scientists 
ever since the days of our own 
American inventor, Edison, earlier 
in the century, but it was left for 
an Englishman to find the means 
and to secure a basic patent. 
Cd * bd 


“Briefly, it consists of discharg- 
ing a stream of superheated ionized 
steam at a tremendous velocity 
upon a diaelectric surface and the 
induced current drives the compact 
electric motor. The loss in chang- 
ing from thermal energy directly 
to electric energy is practically nil. 
Steam as a motive power has had 
the last laugh, but how different 
it is in application from the form 
shown in the steam cars in the 
museum, known in their day as 


the White Steamer and the Stan- | 


ley! 
7 * cs 

“WHILE THE industry was in 
the throes of the revolutionary 
Lawrence discovery, the Calif. Tech 
metallurgist, Steinmetz, read a 
paper at the SAE, describing his 
process of manufacturing beryllium 
by combining it with a_ small 
amount of molybdenum and form- 
ing a new compound with the 
strength of the highest grade of 
stainless steel and a weight less 
than that of aluminum. Further- 
more, he had discovered a way of 


combining any desired coloring | 
with the metal itself, thus doing | 


away with the necessity of exterior 
finishing.” 

Twohy declares that when the 
Steinmetz car was powered with 


the Lawrence motor, the result was | 


a car that a fairly strong man 
could lift either end a foot off 
the floor. 


“The automotive manufacturers | 


realized that here were develop- 


ments that would rock their in- | 


dustry to its foundations,” he writes. 
“Millions upon millions of dollars 
in plants would have to be scrap- 
ped, the entire process of manu- 
facture revamped, but looking 
ahead, as always, they set their 
shoulders to the wheel and in 4 
few short years accomplished the 
marvel, so that now the Lawrence 
and Steinmetz discoveries are taken 
as a matter of course.” 

One of Twohy’s ancestors must 
have been none other than Jules 
Verne. 
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HE NOTION that men pick the family car unaided is as 
Te as the celluloid collar. Everybody who gets 
around knows that women generally have a well-mani- 
cured finger in the purchasing pie. 

You recognized that influence when you transformed 
yesterday’s “gasoline buggies” into 1940’s smoothly styled 
creations. You developed new beauty, convenience and 
luxurious comfort. And it wasn’t John Citizen who made 
the demands! It was his wife—who considers the car a per- 
sonal adornment as well as a movable room of the house. 

She’s vitally interested in the fine points of car-owning. 
As one of twelve million women drivers, you’d expect that. 

She wears straws in winter, furs in summer. She refuses 
to be out of style—in hats, clothes, kitchen cabinets . . . or 








cars! When it comes to streamlining, color, upholstery and 
safety features, she has her say, and makes her voice heard. 

Every month Woman’s Home Companion answers her 
keen interest with a regular motoring department. And 
this feature is growing fast in popularity and influence. 

Take your story straight to women —tell it in this 
woman’s magazine. The Companion is the buying mentor 
of close to three and a half million of them— exactly the 
market you need most. 

With Companion families, that new car question calls 
for plenty of thinking out loud. And in such an indoor 
sport, opinions of Companion readers swing a lot of weight. 

Better be sure they take your side — when they put on 
the pressure! 


Companion 


Circulation exceeding 3,450,000—Rate based on 2,800,000 — Excess 650,000 
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Foreign 





Canadians Impatie 





U. S. Companies 
Turn Eyes To 


Latin America 


WASHINGTON. — United States 
manufacturers are currently dis- 
playing more interest in Latin 
America markets than at any time 
during the last quarter century, 
Lew B. Clark, chief of the Latin 
American section of the U. S. 
commerce department, declared last 
week as National Foreign Trade 
Week got underway. 

Approximately four-fifths of ex- 
port trade to the nations to the 
south during the first six months 
of the European war consisted of 
capital goods, including automotive 
equipment. 

Clark says that not only have 
the 20 Latin American republics 
expanded their purchases from this 
country during the last few months 
but they have also increased sales 
of their products here. The estab- 
lished currents of commerce be- 
tween them and the Old World 
being interrupted, many importers 
in the southern countries have 
turned to the U. S. as a source 
of supply for items of merchandise 
heretofore bought in Europe. 


Canadian UAW OK’s 


Settlement with GM 


WINDSOR, Ont.—Windsor local, 
United Automobile Workers of 
America, followed Oshawa and St. 
Catharines locals in voting to ac- 
cept terms of settlement between 
General Motors of Canada Corp. 
and the union. 

The agreement includes clauses 
governing seniority rights, im- 
provements in grievance procedure 
and time-and-a-half pay for work- 
ers on all legal holidays except 
Good Friday. 


© rt: a 


HEADTABLEITES at the Oshawa dinner meetin 


nt Over D 





of the Canadian section, 


Society of Automotive Engineers, included, left to riches, Lieut. J. Winchombe- 


Taylor, of the Canadian Army Fightin 

- L. Brown, section chairman and vy 
Col. R. S. McLaughlin, 
General Motors, 
of the evening. 





Vehicles Training Center, the speaker; 


ce-president, Seiberling of Canada, and 
president, General Motors of Canada, vice-president, 
Inc., ranking Canadian member of the SAE 


(1909) and host 


Demand for Steel Boosted 
Sharply by Spread of War 


Special to Automotive News 
YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Youngstown 
steel executives are looking for a 
sharply increased steel demand as 
a result of the Nazi invasion of 
Belgium and France, with output 
increasing two more points to 56 
percent last week. It is pointed 
out Belgium’s output of 3,500,000 
tons is virtually lost to the Allies 
and French steel plants are in a 
bad position in northern France. 


“A sharp increase in export de- 
mand, accompanying the changed 
status of the European war, over- 
shadows domestic steel buying al- 
though the latter is increasing more 
rapidly,” one operator declared. 

“Business has been given con- 
siderable momentum by the foreign 
situation. Proposed enlargement of 
United States defenses will be re- 





Ik tabes a binds!” 


The job of cranking millions 
of engines, year in and year 
out, calls for versatility. But 
no matter how big or small the 
engine, no matter what type of 
starter control is employed, there 
is a Bendix Drive especially 
engineered for it. 

Safe to say, there’s no one in 
the automotive industry who 
isn't familiar with this famous 
“mechanical hand that cranks 
your car”... familiar with its 


simplicity, its rugged reliability, 
its splendid record of unfailing 
service. Hundreds of thousands 
of cars and trucks are worn com- 
pletely out and retired from ser- 
vice without their owners ever 
having had occasion to think of 
the Bendix Drive, on the job day 
in and day out, year after year. 


ECLIPSE MACHINE 
DIVISION 


BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION 
Elmira, New York 


BENDIX Dwa 





flected in steel needs, although such 
business will require time for de- 
velopment. 

Heavy movements of ore from 
the Lake Superior region brought 
@ prediction that record high 
tonnage might be established. Pre- 
vious estimates that about 50,000,- 
000 tons will be shipped this season 
now appear low. 


Patman Chain Bill 
Is Hit by C. of C. 


As ‘Confiscatory 


WASHINGTON. — A slashing at- 
tack upon the Patman chain store 
tax bill now pending before Con- 
gress, on the ground that it is 
discriminatory and _ confiscatory, 
was made last week by the U. S. 
chamber of commerce. 

Among other accusations made 
by its committee on distribution 
before the House ways and means 
subcommittee, considering the 
measure, is that it would adversely 
affect oil companies if their filling 
stations sell automobile tires and 
tubes, although there is no restric- 
tion on other types of merchandise 
which filling stations might sell. 

The real purpose of the bill, the 
chamber’s group finds, “is confisca- 
tion of a particular form of busi- 
ness enterprise and not convincing 
reasons for the necessity of con- 
fiscation have been brought for- 
ward. If enacted, the measure 
would have adverse effects far be- 
yond any similar measure hereto- 
fore proposed. These effects would 
fall not only on retailers but also 
upon manufacturers with interests 
in retailing. For consumers there 
may be adverse effects the extent 
of which cannot now be anti- 
cipated.” 


Lanahan Will Direct 


Red Cross Division 
CHICAGO.—The Chicago trade’s 
money-raiser extraordinary, M. J. 
Lanahan, has just been appointed 
chairman of the American Red 
Cross automobile division here. 
The selection is in recognition of 
his past successes for two years 
in directing the automotive group 
in the Community Fund and 
refugee campaigns. 

Lanahan has been a director of 
the Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn. for a number of years. He 
formerly served as president, and 
is chairman of the Chicago show's 
executive committee for the sec- 
ond successive year. The firm he 
heads handles the Dodge-Plymouth 
lines on the Michigan Avenue 
automobile row. 


New Car Sales Slump 


Sharply in Great Britain 
LONDON.—(UTPS)—Ministry of 
Transport has announced that the 
number of motor vehicles regis- 
tered for the first time in Britain 
during March was 14,590, com- 
pared with 56,821 in March last 
year. The figure for automobiles 
fell from 39,264 to 6,611. 

During the month 5,093 cars not 
exceeding 10 horsepower were reg- 
istered. A year ago the total was 
27,112. 
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elay in War Program 


SAE Tank Session Spurs 
Wide Interest at Oshawa 


Special to Automotive News 
TORONTO.—Sudden and intense 
revulsion of feeling that is sweep- 
ing Canada with regard to the 
alleged slow-motion, free-wheeling, 
complacent attitude of the federal 
government towards the war—in 
action not words, for Prime Min- 
ister King and members of his 
cabinet over and over again have 
pledged that Canada’s contribution 
to the Allied cause will be to its 
“utmost capacity’—focused extra- 
ordinary attention on the Oshawa 


“tank” meeting of the Canadian 
section, Society of Automotive 
Engineers. 


Short months ago the King gov- 
ernment was given the largest ma- 
jority any Canadian administration 
ever received. Then the war was 
relatively static, a protracted calm 
before the unprecedented storm. 
The administration’s sins of omis- 
sion and commission in prepared- 
ness were not apparent to the 
people and its platform claims and 
promises gained general credence. 

Today the press of Canada is al- 
most a unit in execrating the ad- 
ministration for its somnambulism, 
ineptitude or worse. News reels of 
the Prime Minister are hissed in 
motion picture houses where short 
weeks ago they were applauded. 
One of Canada’s leading news 
commentators has referred to him 
as the Nazis’ “best secret weapon” 
from the public platform. 

It is alleged by the daily press 
that the government has not yet 
placed an order in Canada for 
tanks. It is alleged that not half 
the productional capacity of 
Canadian aircraft plants is being 
employed on government orders. 
Yet Tuesday night Rt. Hon. Vin- 
cent Massey, the Canadian high 
commissioner, appointed by Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King, in a 
Canada-wide broadcast from Lon- 
don, stated that the need is vitally 
urgent and immediate for “planes, 
planes and more planes.” 

The veterans’ organizations are 
collaborating in mass meetings 
convened to protest at the govern- 
ment’s failure to implement its 
“utmost effort’ pre-election and 
post-election pledges and its failure 
to accelerate its war activities to 
meet the demands and wastage of 
the blitzkrieg. Not in a generation, 
if ever, has there been in Canada 
such general and violent con- 
demnation of an administration. 
Some of the most scathing criti- 
cism of it has been voiced by 
Liberal members of Parliament. 

Public indignation near detonat- 
ing point resulted in bill, establish- 
ing air ministry, passing federal 
parliament in three hours, a near 
record time Wednesday. In depart- 
ment of supply wiring, all con- 
tractors including aircraft plants 
are to work around the clock holi- 
days and Sundays included. 

Approximately 200 members of 
the Canadian section and guests 
attended the annual Oshawa din- 
ner meeting of the Canadian sec- 
tion, held May 17 in the Genosha 
Hotel, Oshawa. During the busi- 
ness session of the meeting, which 
concluded with the election of of- 
ficers, the then chairman, Marcus 
L. Brown, presided. Except for his 
brief valedictory his concluding act 
as the chief executive of the sec- 


ae A 


OHIO OPEN GOLF Champion Billy Burke, left, chats with 





tion was the installation of his 
successor, Norman H. Daniel, gen. 
eral service manager of Genera] 
Motors of Canada, in the chair. 

Wm. E. McGraw, chief engineer 
of Chrysler, a past chairman of the 
section and Canadian representa- 
tive of the society's council, ex. 
pressed the gratitude of the sec. 
tion to retiring Chairman M, L,. 
Brown for his services to the sec- 
tion and presented to Brown a 
wrist watch bearing a suitable in- 
scription. 

The meeting was attended by a 
number of staff officers of Cana- 
dian Military District No. 2, in- 
cluding Col. A. E. Nash, adjutant 
and quartermaster general of the 
district. A number of the officers of 
Ontario regiment (tank) were 
present, including Col. E. Pearson, 
its O.C. 

His Worship Mayor J. Carl An- 
derson, of Oshawa, extended a 
civic welcome to the out-of-town 
guests. 

Col. R. S. McLaughlin, president 
of General Motors of Canada and 
vice-president of G.M., Inc., the 
first Canadian member of the SAE 
(1909) acknowledged the thanks 
extended to General Motors as host 
of the occasion. The first SAE 
meeting he had attended, he said, 
was held in Dayton more than a 
quarter of a century ago. Stating 
he had witnessed armored cater- 
pillar tread tractor operations in 
conjunction with three airplanes, 
he referred to this as a prophetic 
demonstration in that in its small 
way it foreshadowed modern 
mechanized warfare. 

The guest-of-honor speaker, Lt. 
J. Winchombe-Taylor, of Cana- 
dian Army Fighting Vehicles Train- 
ing Center, was introduced by Nor- 
man C. Millman, Oshawa regional 
vice-chairman of the section. Win- 
chombe-Taylor was attached to the 
world’s first Tank Corps and saw 
action with it in France and Fland- 
ers. The Germans, he said, learned 
of the fighting efficiency of the 
tank from its business end. How 
great and practical was their ap- 
preciation of its potentialities was 
first demonstrated by the German 
blitzkrieg in Poland which was 
made possible by the tank, in con- 
junction with the modern airplane. 

he initial tanks were capable of 
a speed of little more than a mile 
an hour and the fastest of them 
that were in action at the end 
of the great war did little better 
than eight miles per hour under 
favorable conditions. Some of to- 
day’s tanks will do 50 miles per 
hour, or better. Differentiation for 
various services has been carried 
on to the point where Italy has 
developed tiny one-man tanks and 
France has huge tanks carrying 
crews of more than a score. 

At the end of the first great 
war, the speaker said Germany 
had constructed two enormous land 
battleships that would have pro- 
vided excellent targets, he added, 
for field artillery. 

In one sense, the speaker stated, 
the origin of the tank far ante- 
dates recorded history as it stems 
from the first attempt of savage 
man to shield himself from attack. 
The effectiveness of tanks as 4a 
shield is indicated by the casual- 

(Continued on Page 11, Col. 1) 


Louis Chiapetta, 


host pro of Sylvania Golf Club, where the 1910’ Ohio Open was played last 


week. Burke, former U. S. Open champion and two-time winner of 


the Ohio 


title, is defending his crown against a galaxy of famous shotmakers including 


Byron Nelson, present Open champion. 


Willys-Overland Motors, Inc., Ohio's 


only passenger car manufacturer, furnished a fleet of official cars for ¥5¢ 


during the tournament. 


i: imei. 


} arm 
| com 
and 
plai 
grol 
ern 
The 
| Brit 
| selv 
the 
tiall 
in le 


craf 





his 
gen- 
1eral 
‘ur. 
neer 
f the 
nta- 

ex- 
sec- 


sec- 


vana- 
rain- 
Nor- 
ional 
Win- 
o the 
saw 
land- 
ined 
the 
How 
- ap- 
was 
rman 
was 
con- 
lane. 
le of 
mile 
them 
end 
etter 
inder 
f to- 
| per 
1 for 
rried 





vetta, 

last 
Ohio 
1ding 
phio’s 
> use 


Financial 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MAY 27, 1940 


11 








Rubber Shares Give Ground Sharply on War Threat 


o—— - ——————— 


| Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—War news again 
was the dominating factor in the 
stock markets last week, and auto- 
motive shares sagged rather badly 
during the periods of heavy liqui- 
dation. They showed rallying power, 
when rallies were the order, but 
closed with declines in the period 
covered by the AvTomotive News 
price averages. 

Rubber stocks again were an 
outstanding weak spot, giving 
ground sharply not only in sym- 
pathy with the downward move 
in securities generally but also as 
a result of the particular situation 
involving threats to the major 
sources of crude rubber supply in 
the southwestern Pacific. (See story 
on page 1.) 

Generally speaking, the car and 
truck company shares performed 
well, holding better than the 
market as a whole. The parts and 
accessory companies were weaker, | 


Canada 


| 
(Continued from Page 10) 
ties during battles of the first great | 
war. There were 10,000 British | 
casualties during the assembly be- 
fore the attack was launched in the 
third battle of Ypres. At Cambrai 
the first battle in which tanks were 
used in considerable numbers and | 
under favorable conditions the | 
assembly loss was nil and the tanks | 
demoralized the opposing Germans | 
to such an extent that a single | 
tank entering a village miles back: | 
of the line resulted in its imme- | 
diate evacuation by the Germans 
holding it. It will be recalled that 
Lord Byng was in command of 
the British and Empire Troops at 
Cambrai. He was Governor-General | 
of Canada 1921-26. 

The strength of the modern 
army, said the speaker, is largely 
computed in terms of fire power 
and mobility which, of course, ex- 
plains in large measure why on 
ground, as well as in the air, mod- 
ern warfare is automotive warfare. 
The speaker stated definitely that 
British tanks had proved them- 
‘selves in action to be superior to 
the Nazi tanks. He urged inferen- 
tially that Canada produce tanks 
in large numbers. 

Superiority in tanks and in air- 
craft may determine who shall be 
the victor and who the vanquished 
in the present great war. 
| How the tank became so named 
|}was one of numerous interesting 
bits of information the speaker 
jgave in the course of his address. 
|Great secrecy had attended the 
construction of the tanks in Eng- 
land. Because of their size, their 
transportation by rail to British 
ports and by ship to France in 
secrecy, even under the encasing 
tarpaulins, involved serious diffi- 
culties. At that time rumors were 
current in England that Russian 
contingents had been landed in the 
north of Scotland and were being | 
transported to ports in the south 
of England. It was decided to/| 
capitalize these popular rumors by | 
disseminating the misinformation | 
that the tanks were water tanks | 
for the supposed Russian forces | 
alleged to be proceeding via Scot- | 
land and England to the Western 
ifront. Previously the tanks had 
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jbeen referred to as His Majesty’s 
land ships. Thus the now univer- | 
sally accepted title “tank” was or- 
misnomer 


iginally a deliberate 
4designed to deceive. 












| DEALERS’ ATTENTION 


Top-notch, leading Buick sales- 
man, with Dodge, Chevrolet 
managerical experience in new 
and used cars. Unchallengeable 
references to prove ability away 


above average. Wants connec- 
tion with co-operative dealer 
| selling over 400 units. Buick, 
Pontiac, Dodge, Chevrolet. Box 


214, Automotive News, Detroit. 






Foreign News Dominate 


| Thinking on Wall Street 


STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 
Previous Latest Year 
Week Week Change Ago 


24 motors .........6. 29.43 27.41 —2.02 27.41 
10 car-truck co.’s .... 30.81 28.93 —1.88 28.77 
10 parts-access, ..... 23.45 21.35 —2.10 20.65 

4 tire-rubbers ...... 17.70 14.58 —3.12 20.86 


although not as weak as many 


| sections of the stock market. 


Wall Street is paying practically 
no attention to domestic business 
news these days. It has been busy 
trying to evaluate the results of a 
German victory in the war on the 
economy of this country, one phase 
of which would, in the opinion of 
many, be large expenditures for na- 
tional defense. 

Concern is being shown over how 
the defense program is to be 
financed and this concern is even 
greater due to the already large 
national debt. 








SPECIAL CONVERTIBLE phaeton, built by Derham Custom Body Co. on a 
Studebaker President chassis, for use in the American Jubilee at the New 
York World’s Fair. It’s painted a metallic gold and upholstered in two shades 


of green leather in the bolster style. 





Hambleton Is Named 


To Head Crosley Export 
CINCINNATI. — Appointment of 
Roscoe L. Hambleton as manager 
of the foreign division of Crosley 
Corp., is announced by Thomas W. 
Berger, general sales manager of 


the company. Hambleton comes to 
Crosley from the Overseas division 
of General Motors. 

His export activities extend over 
many years of residence abroad, 
principally in the Far East where 
he formerly operated his own en- 
gineering and distributing organi- 
zation. 


Here’s Why 
GOODFYEAR LIFEGUARDS 


I“ FIVE short minutes you can explain all the 
vital reasons why every motorist needs Good- 
year LifeGuard protection . . . and in a high per- 
centage of cases you’ve made a sale...and a 


worthwhile profit. 


You can add as much as 30% to the net profit 
on a new car every time you sell a set of 


LifeGuards. Isn’t that 
salesman’s time? 


worth five minutes of any 


The time to make this sale is right after the new 





De Soto Promotes 
Two Managers, 


Creates District 


DETROIT. — Elevation of two 
district managers to positions 
of wider responsibility, and the 
creation of a new Omaha district 
in the Kansas City region, is 
announced by J. B. Wagstaff, gen- 
eral sales manager, De Soto. 

J. Franklin Boyer, recently dis- 
trict manager in Easton, Pa., has 
been promoted to assistant re- 
gional manager in Philadelphia, 
and J. E. Lehman, formerly Sun- 
bury (Pa.) district manager, is now 
regional merchandising manager in 
Philadelphia. 

Filling the positions left vacant 
by these promotions are Joseph L. 
Miller, who will be district man- 
ager in Easton, and J. Walker 
West who goes to Sunbury. 

The new district created in 
Omaha will be supervised by 
Charles F. Mertz. 


be sold “‘add-on” equipment to make his car more 
pleasant, more comfortable, safer . . . while easy 
financing terms are being arranged. 


Even a child can understand the need for 
LifeGuards ... the protection of life and limb... 
the safeguarding of that shiny new car. The argu- 
ments are stronger than for any other item of 


“add-on” equipment. 


Join the thousands of new-car dealers who are 


car sale is agreed upon ... while the customer can 


A SPECIAL LIFEGUARD DEAL FOR CAR DEALERS! 


Very simple, very profitable, with new low 
Prices on LifeGuard change-overs. For full par- 
ticulars of this new plan send this coupon to: 


R. S. Wilson, Vice-President in Charge of Sales, 
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, Inc., Akron, O. 


Name 





4 iddre 5S. 


ON eee a 


cashing in on today’s greatest contribution to 
motoring safety. Write for details of the new, 
reduced change-over price ... and the new special 
deal we have arranged for car dealers. 





LIFEGUARD is « trac 


le-mark of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MAY 27, 1940 


12 
a2 oMorive NewS Mav 280 
Machine Tool Exhibit = %=."" """ "© $100,000 Being Spent to Put N 


Peoria; Joseph L. Berry, tool de- 


Set for Next March “=< Navy Pier in Shape for ASI 








Springfield; Frank W. Curtis. 
|manager, Firthite division, Firth- | CHICAGO.— More than $100,000| wide and half as long and wij] | Spec 
DETROIT.—Mar. 24-29 has been { chief tool designer, Canadian Acme | Sterling Steel Co., chairman. \is being spent in_ renovating and | effect greater equalization of loca. |, N! 
selected for the 1941 Machine a Screw & Gear, Ltd., chairman. | Boston; A. D. Forbes, tool super- | remodeling Navy Pier for the an-|tion values for display purposes, | “t? 
-—Foel Progress exhibition, according; Los Angeles; Louis Biehler, sup- | Visor, General Electric Co., chair- | nual Automotive Service Industries | it is believed. There will be three | TM 
to the American Society of Tool | erintendent, manufacturing engi- | man. Bos — to be held here | — a pp age joining on 
Engineers. neering, Lockheed Aircraft Co.,| G ; ee ee co oe eo Ae Fe 
The exhibition soe ee 0., | der toes "sera dae : a a will be rene ee ae at iM en mak- rd 
convention in Detroit and will be : : ; ’ ; . < | will make possible housing of ex-| enter first equally attractive. An. |S! 
held at Convention Hall, as were assistant chief engineer, Merco | Binghamton; W. T. Forde, pro-| hibits on the front end of both| other bridge will be in the middle, |1 is 
the successful 1938 and 1939 shows. Nordstrom Valve Co., chairman. duction engineer, International 'piers. This change will make the|and the final bridge at the end of Ww 
In announcing the dates for the _ Houston; Floyd E. Doty jr., tool’ Business Machines Co., chairman. | exhibit area practically twice as'the display section. Safe 


show, Ford R. Lamb, executive 
secretary of the society, said that 

reservations for exhibit space will 

not be accepted prior to the mail- 

ing of formal application blanks 

in October, previous exhibitors be- 

ing given first choice of space at 

that time. 

“We expect that the 1941 show 
will far surpass in interest even 
the spectacular 1939 show,’ Lamb 
stated, “though the latter developed | 
a total trade attendance of over i 
70,000 to inspect the more than | 
250 exhibits provided at that time. i 


aR tin \\ here was your sales curve..)r 


rapid growth, with the addition of 

11 new chapters in the last 12 

months alone. A number of addi- 

tional chapters are already sched- 

uled for chartering in the next few 

weeks, while membership in estab- 

lished chapters also continues to 

grow.” 
Since last May, the following new 

chapters have been added: 

ee with Raymond A. T . “ 
ole, experimental engineer, Nor- 

et are: hat was Saturday night, in 1939. 
Ontario; with Arnold Thompson, 


Railway Extension What were your sales that week? 


Spends 2 Millions If they weren’t where they should be, have they 


For New Cars | 


oe :? 
LINCOLN, Neb. — More than got an alibi? 
$2,000,000 has been invested by 


Rail Extension, Ince., i ° e ee 
wees Sat oF aie Did you support them with advertising that week | 
——Se —and consistently the weeks before? 


More than 30 states now are 
as a plan ya about 9 
ve years ago by O’Shea, whereby 
travelers on passenger trains may If not, why not: 
rent automobiles either at stop- 
overs or at their final destinations. 
The plan is sponsored by Railway 


Extension, Inc. combined with A week is a market for your goods. As real a market as any town. 
Eastern and Western railroads, . 
and the headquarters of the new You make more sales in ome week—in any one summer week —than 


organization is to be in Chicago. 


More than 150 cities, nine of ‘ 2 
which are in Nebraska, are in- you make in almost any town you can name, in a year. The week 
cluded now in the service, which ; 
is expected to expand to include is a bigger market! 


every city of more than 10,000 


population in the United States. 

More than 1,000 employes are al- Why not protect that Summer market? 

ready at work, according to O’Shea, ; 

and the number will grow with Too expensive, you say? Pish & tosh! That’s the answer people 


the expansion of the service. 
Only new model machines will 

be used, mostly Ford, Plymouth 

and Chevrolet, though in some 


gave fwenty years ago— before a swift advance in advertising you've 


places other makes will be used. hearing about. And hearing. Radio protects every week’s sales. 
Each car is fully covered with been & © P J 

liability insurance, d t i : ° nd : : 

i uation susegounne. poe ee It cures the irregular pulse of advertising, the chronic spottiness 
K. C. Sales Perk of other campaigns. It closes gaps in sales-support that once were 


Up During April weeks and months wide. Radio does this because it 

KANSAS CITY.—With more sea- 
sonable spring weather, Kansas 
City motor car dealers are enjoying 
a decided boost in sales. The first 
quarter presented a rather dismal 
picture, the output being much be- 
low a year ago. April this year 
marched out 43 percent ahead of 
April, 1939, with a total of 2,125 
ears and trucks sold in Kansas 
City, Mo., and 619 in Kansas City, 
Kans. 

Registrations for the first four 
months show 8,528 units, cars and 
trucks sold, while 1939 recorded 
8,871 in the two cities. Chevrolet 
sales far outnumber any other cars 
with 643 in April this year and 
356 last year. 

Ford registrations show 296 sales 
this year and 233 last year; Plym- 
outh 244 this year and 199 last year. 
Of the higher priced cars, Buick 
showed a 30 percent increase over 
last year, Dodge a 30 percent in- 
crease and Oldsmobile a 19 percent 
increase. 


A enables you to cover every market every week every 







month; protecting the who/e market with a ‘frequency of 
insertion’ no ordinary budget can buy anywhere else. 
That’s hardly news to Chrysler, Pet Milk, Liggett & Myers and 


Ford. Or Procter & Gamble and Lady Esther. ‘These companies, 
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. e . ‘as featured in the latest Collier's . e ° e 
_ Nationwide Safety Campaign  *s: “Soatallment vi Pa. Diverts 47 Millions; 
° e . e conducted in June and through- e e 
SI Being Launched by Collier's wie iersinat sci: §— Turnpike is Extended 


‘clubs, boards of education, com- 





a = SEW YORK A ‘natouwide drive cis teas tae GAS oun io aadees tities have cone Special to Automotive News aes font ‘renee 

ses, aoa wwe ange dln that | manufacturers and dealers, and | increasingly Tan > EARRING, Pe re reg 

ining thei Po tee tee ce en tndeaien yo" Sidieem sates, mete the “Preventive Service” idea a special session approved a bill The legislators also authorized 

on rected” ‘aa oe po ag tn cee Collier's is fostering special safety and to stress the need for regular | transferring $37,000,000 from the = , of SS ae 

al: |in the Colliers “Preventive Service” |meetings and programs to be con- /checking of cars motor license fempouee. trom. the |iend county, to Philséelphis, 

r ; iT iaome of the weaker ———, coumery by fooal eivie groupe. | automotive News’ Almanac, published gasoline tax fund to help meet re- | distance of 104 miles, which will 
e, | 


: lati : : ea year, is considered THE refer- | jj ds estimated at more than | be added to the “dream highway” 
| With co-operation of National; Emphasis on the necessity of ence book wherever automotive infor- $73,000,000. Gov. Arthur H. James | starting at Pittsburgh. 
Safety Council, Motor and Equip-| mechanical safety of automobiles, | mation is desired. eras 





id of 








Se SS ae eS oe ee Another measure exempts em- 


ployers from the Unemployment 
Compensation taxes on_ salaries 
over $3,000 a year to conform with 
federal statutes. 

The House made a futile gesture 
in reporting out a joint resolution, 
which provides for a constitutional 
amendment banning tapping of the 
motor fund for any purpose except 
highways construction and main- 
tenance. The constitutional amend- 
ment committee reported the bill 
affirmatively, which means its re- 
printing but as the special session 
adjourned, the bill could not be 
brought up for first reading. It 
requires the approval of two legis- 
latures before being submitted to 
the voters. 

Lynn G. Adams was re-appointed 
as commissioner of the Penn- 
sylvania motor police by the gov- 
ernor after he was refused con- 
firmation in the Senate. James said 
Adams’ new appointment will ex- 
tend to the end of the next session, 

‘|to which the appointment will be 
submitted. 


N. J. Tests Hailed 
As Big Factor In 
Advance of Safety 


NEWARK. — Compulsory semi- 
annual motor vehicle inspection 





and many others, have discovered — and have put into use 
ly ’ 
—the technological advance in advertising made pos- 
sible by radio: a major sales impact every week — 


within a practical budget. All these advertisers now 


protect their sales 52 weeks of the year; fighting as successfully for has been an important factor in 

| advancing New Jersey highway 
“ " : : : : safety, it was declared by James 

their share of the Summer market as they fight for Texas or Illinois. ae ee 

. “ state’s 28 testing stations, in lec- 

Why shouldn’t they? Compare retail sales, payrolls, or production: turing here May 13 at Newark 
2 State Teachers’ college in one of 

Summer ts three times as big as Illinois! oe Se a 


tutes planned for educators. 


; A steady decrease in the state’s 
Radio makes this market as easy to protect, and expand, as any traffic fatalities has followed the 

’ more than 8,000,000 vehicle exami- 

other. There are now 6,500,000 automobile-radios on the road. There Banas COnOUGNeS Shane Sie Thea 


stations were opened Jan. 10, 1938, 
Shanley pointed out. He cited fig- 
ures showing that in 1937, prior 
to the yo I — lives were lost 
S ‘ — F ils , rav— in motor vehicle accidents. At the 
travels in Summer. (The people who go away don’t get away end af the Sret year of maaan 
this toll had been reduced to 865, 
and last year was still further 


are 1,000,000 more new portad/e sets, travelling wherever America 


from radio!) And 21,900,000 families are known to listen each 


cut to 815. 
‘ 4 hom a] Terming the inspection stations 
summer day at home “tomorrow,” Shanley said many 
: 5 - ‘ m = ‘ ; motorists aware of a mechanical 
Clearly, radio listening is no exception to the habits that make defect in their vehicles intend to 


have it adjusted tomorrow. “But 





this nation a market. In summer as in winter, people eat and dress, ey Soe ce SS Ge 
adding that with the testing sta- 
. ; 7 tions a car must be inspected, 
shop and spend, work thereby making tomorrow come 

7 twice a year in the state. 

and have babies. 
* Did you know that CBS Summer billing was 53% Summer makes little Ford to Expand 
higher last Summer than the year before? That more : P oe 

gh chance in the deite Dallas Facilities 
families listened to radio last Summer than in any se DEARBORN, Mich.—Plans for a 
: . | ‘ routine go e vast $350,000 expansion of the Ford 
previous Summer? That you can safely expect more ss - Motor Co. assembly plant at Dallas, 
families will listen this Summer than last? bulk of families — so Texas, were announced today at 

the company’s offices here. 
And did you know that CBS is now carrying a higher why not tell your ee Se SS ee ee 


nounced that a contract to supply 


volume of advertising than any other network; setting story to them every 2 "— oe = ro 
seven successive network records for any year on any E 5 . ; aamne eet So. 6f Sunes. 

week? Radio makes The building program will per- 

network, month after month for the past seven months? ; 2 mit employment at peak produc- 

it possi ble. An d tion of some 250 more workers and 

increase the plant capacity by 50 

profitable. cars daily, the announcement said. 


The present plant facilities enable 
assembly of 300 cars daily. 


GM Riodthaties 


WASHINGTON.—National Labor Re- 


i | e B . lations Board announced last week 
O um la roa casting rystem that separate secret ballot elections 

will be held within 30 days to deter- 
mine collective bargaining representa- 
tives for employes of General Motors’ 
Delco division at Dayton, Ohio. The 
contenders for representing the pat- 
tern makers of the plant are the Pat- 
tern Makers League of North America 
and the United Electrical, Radio and 
Machine Workers of America, Local 
801, CIO. The latter also seeks to rep- 
resent other production and mainte- 
nance employes. 





mene, 


ee 


een 


First of Reo’s New 





Petroleum Taxes 
In 1939 Exceed 


Previous Marks 


NEW YORK.—Taxes levied on 
the petroleum industry and _ its 
products last year soared $100,000,- 
000 higher than the total value 
of all the crude oil produced in 
the United States during the year 
and represented more than 10 
percent of all taxes collected by 
federal, state and local govern- 


ments combined, according to the | 


latest “Tax Economics Bulletin” 
issued by the American Petroleum 
Industries Committee. 


Gasoline taxes, exceeding the 
billion dollar mark for the first 
time, represented the largest share 
of the total $1,335,000,000 tax bill. 
State gasoline tax collections were 
estimated at $815,000,000, a new 
high, while the duplicating federal 
gasoline tax added another $215,- 
000,000, also a record figure. 


Allis Plant Built 


In Record Time 


OAKLAND, Calif.— Faced with 
the necessity for finding a new 
headquarters for its district sales 
office, service, parts department 
and warehouse less than three 
months ago when leased quarters 
occupied for many years were 
sold, Allis Chalmers Mfg. Co. have 
just moved into its new $100,000 
Oakland building, built by the 
Austin Co. in 45 working days. It 
it located at Horton St. and Park 
Ave. 

This new plant provides a total 
of 60,000 square feet of floor space. 
Construction is of structural steel 
frame with high low bay construc- 
tion giving monitor light and ven- 
tilation. The framing is arranged 
so that only 14 columns are within 
the warehouse portion of the 
building. 








2. Perfect running balance at all times. 


3. Longer belt life due to more uniform torque 


loading. 


4. Low friction losses—therefore high operating 


efficiency. 


5. A pre-determined air pressure automatically 


maintained. 


6. Operating parts “wear-in” 


AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


WAGNER ELECTRIC CORPORATION 


Manufacturers of Lockheed Hydraulic Brakes 








THIS NEW ROTARY COMPRESSOR 
WILL GIVE ADDED EFFICIENCY TO THE 
BRAKES OF EVERY TRUCK, TRACTOR 

OR TRAILER YOU MANUFACTURE 


1. Rotary motion—no reciprocating parts. 








AS REO’S first born came off the line last week. Pictured in foreground, left 
Morgan, Reo general sales manager; G L 


to right, are Frank N. 


ewis, of 


Mankato, at one of the oldest Reo distributors who received the first new 


Reo truck; Col. Fred Glover 


Reo president and general manager; 


M. J. 


Maynard, president, Lansing chamber of commerce, and L. D. Mills, president 
of Merchants Assn. of Lansing. Standing on the running board is Max Temple- 


ton, mayor of Lansing; at the mayor’s right is C. 


chamber of commerce. 


W. Otto, secretary, Lansing 


Lycoming Offering Plane 
Engine for Wing Installation 


WILLIAMSPORT, Pa.—A revo- 
lutionary type of aircraft engine, 
a 12-cylinder Lycoming “flat” mo- 
tor designed for wing installation 
and developing 1,200 horsepower, 
is announced by Harry Woodhead, 
president of Aviation Mfg. Corp., 
of which Lycoming is a division. 


The new engine marks the entry 
of Lycoming into the high horse- 
power aircraft engine field. The 
company will now produce engines 
ranging from 50 to 1,200 horse- 
power. Previously, Lycoming man- 
ufactured engines up to 300 horse- 
power. 

The new “flat” engine, so called 
because of its horizontal construc- 
tion, was developed by Lycoming 
engineers in co-operation with the 
Army Air Corps. The flat engine 


oeownt 





— 


Points of Excellence of the Rotary Compressor:- 


out,“consequently extremely long life and low 


maintenance cost. 


8. Self-contained oiling system—oil is not con- 
taminated by acids and grit from the crank case. 


9. Compact—requires minimum installation space. 


instead of “‘wear- It will pay you to 


7. Extremely quiet in operation. 


10. Low operating temperature prevents carbon 
formation in the compressor and delivery lines. 


has a height of only 37 inches at | 
its highest point, compared with | 
the 49 to 54 inches diameter of the | 
conventional radial engines. of 
comparable horsepower now in use. | 
Known as the Lycoming 0-1230, the | 
engine has 12 cylinders, six on each 
side of the crankcase, developing 
100 horsepower for each cylinder. 
| It weighs 1,325 pounds, has a dis- 
placement of 1,230 cubic inches. | 


It is claimed the new engine will | 
give a 10 percent increase in air- | 
| craft speeds and a 15 percent in- | 
crease in cruising range due to its 
| low frontal area as compared with 
radial types. 

It was learned that the company 
is prepared to go into immediate 
production on the new engine at 
its plant here. 








get complete information 


6400 PLYMOUTH AVENUE e ST. LOUIS, MO., U.S.A. 
AND 
CINCINNATI INDIANAPOLIS MINNEAPOLIS PORTL 
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Line Rolls Off Assembly Lines 


Demand Is Rep | 
For Units of I'2 to 6 Tons 


yY 


LANSING. — First of Reo’s new 
line of motor trucks rolled off the 
final assembly May 21, accompanied 
by ceremonial proceedings, and is 
now on its way to Mankato, Minn., 
for delivery to George A. Lewis, 
one of Reo’s oldest distributors. 


Guests of honor at the christen- 
ing were Lansing’s mayor, Max 
Templeton, and C. W. Otto, secre- 
tary of Lansing chamber of com- 
merce. Reo’s official family was 
also well represented. 


Placing his official O.K. on the 
first-born of Reo’s new truck line, 
Mayor Templeton praised the ac- 
complishment of the Reo organiza- 
tion. 


The new “Moreload” line of Reo 
Speed Wagons and _ heavy-duty 
trucks includes chassis and body 
combinations, in both gasoline and 
diesel power, to meet hauling re- 
quirements from 1% ton to six tons, 
with tractor-trailer equipment 
ranging in gross capacity from 20,- 
000 to 68,000 pounds. 


Plans for the immediate future 










Col. Fred Glover Frank N. Morgan 


provide for the building of approxi- 
mately 35 trucks per day, with 
facilities available for rapid accel- 


|eration to keep pace with the ex- 


pected demand. Employment in 
the Reo plant, now around 


775, | 


ne nth cl aaa in 


Trucks 


orted Heavy 


is expected to reach between 999 
and 1,000 within a few weeks, 


According to Col. Fred Glover, | 


president and_ general manager 
Reo is in a strong position finan. 


cially, administratively, and produc. | 


tively. A system of factory 
branches, which provides a coast. 
to-coast network of overnight ser. 
vice, is cited as one of Reo’s 
assets. 

Frank N. Morgan, Reo genera] 
sales manager, directed attention 
to the completeness of the Reo 
line, which provides chassis and 
body combinations, in both gaso. 
line and diesel power, to meet a 
broad range of hauling require. 
ments. 

“Most encouraging progress js 
maintained in building our distrj- 
butor organization,” said Morgan. 
“Sufficient orders are already on 
the books to maintain steady pro- 
duction throughout the summer.” 

In addition to Col. Glover and 
Morgan, Reo’s administrative staff 
includes W. C. Wood, secretary- 
treasurer; Don Streeter, assistant 
general sales manager; John Clark, 
export manager; H. P. Miller, sales 
manager of coach division; A. W. 
Zimmer, factory manager; R. K. 
Jack, chief engineer, and S. E. 
Heydenfeldt, service manager. 


Wage-Hour Hearing 


WASHINGTON.—A hearing on pro- 
posals to redefine ‘‘executive’’ as that 
term is used to describe exempt em- 
ployes in the manufacturing and 
extractive industries under the Wage 
and Hour law, will be held on Mon- 
day, June 3, 1940, at 10 a.m., at the 
Willard Hotel, Col. Philip B. Flem- 
ing, administrator of the Wage and 
Hour Division, U. S. Department of 
Labor, announced last week. At the 
hearing the definitions of the terms 
“‘administrative,’’ ‘‘professional’’ and 
“outside salesman’’ also will be re- 
examined. Harold Stein, assistant di- 
rector of the hearings branch of the 
division, will preside. 
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DeWitt Hill, 
| Cann-Erickson, Inc., was re-elected 
' treasurer. 
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the 4th Dimension 
| Ad Agencies Get Warning; 


' 


; 
‘Sounder 


ways “to place advertising upon 
jan ever sounder and firmer basis 
‘as an instrument of economic serv- 
ice,” Atherton W. Hobler, president, 
‘Benton & Bowles, Inc., declared 
in addressing the 23rd annual meet- 
jing of the American Assn. of Ad- 
vertising Agencies which concluded 
its two-day sessions in New York 
City last week. 


Hobler spoke following his elec- 
tion as chairman of the board of 
the organization, succeeding A. L. 
Billingsley, president of Fuller & 
\Smith & Ross, Inc., Cleveland. Guy 
'C. Smith, executive vice-president, 
|Brooke, Smith & French, Inc., De- 
troit, was elected vice-president and 
David M. Botsford, president, Bots- 
ford, Constantine & Gardner, San 
Francisco, was named secretary. E. 
vice - president, Mc- 


John Benson was re- 
elected president for a four-year 


‘term. F. R. Gamble continues as 


executive secretary. 


|  Hobler said he could not quar- 
| rel greatly with the activities of 


the federal trade commission in 
its efforts to clean up advertising 
through the Wheeler-Lea law 
and the pure food and drug legis- 


| lation. “Perhaps we, as advertis- 


ing agencies, should have been 
guided a great deal more in the 
past by the principles which this 
legislation has _ established,” he 
said. 

During a discussion on “To What 
Extent Should Advertising Be Con- 
trolled, and by Whom?”, which 
featured the second day of the 


_ convention program, speakers rep- 


resenting advertising expressed be- 
lief that forces behind increasing 
government regulation of business 


' represent a “fifth column” aimed 


'tem of free enterprise. 


ultimately at discrediting the sys- 
Stanley 
High, editor and author, and Ful- 
ton Oursler, editor of Liberty, spoke 
for advertising, while the advertis- 
ing critics were represented by 
Donald E. Montgomery, consumers’ 
counsel, of Agricultural Adjustment 


Administration, and Colston E. 
Warne, president of Consumers 
Union. 

Used Cars 


Philadelphia Bulletin is run- 
ning a series of “Then and Now” 
ads on used cars, in conjunction 
with newsstand and truck post- 
ers, outdoor signs, radio and 
direct mail, all designed to pro- 
mote sales. 

“Then and Now” series features 
old pix of famous folks driving 
oldtime vehicles as contrasted 
with current models, etc. 


Campaign 


Newspaper display columns will 
probably absorb at least 90 percent 
of the entire advertising budget 
set up under the new management 
program of the Graham-Paige 
Motors Corp., it is announced by 
W. L. Eaton, secretary-treasurer. 

Main reason for placing such a 
large proportion of the total budget 
in newspapers is that they provide 
major effectiveness at the point 
of sale, and thus offer Graham 
the best and most productive re- 
turn per advertising dollar spent, 
Eaton claimed. 

“With our new ‘Hollywood’ line 
and our new Graham ‘Senior’ 
models, we have a product for 
people who want individuality in 
their automobile,” Eaton said. “To 
reach this class of people, the 
new management of Graham feels 
that the newspaper display column 
is tailored to the specific present 
needs of this company.” 


Consumer 

Automotive and related industries 
were prominently represented at 
the annual spring meeting of the 
Assn. of National Advertisers in 
Rye, N. Y. Describing the scope 
of consumer groups, George S. Mc- 
Millan, ANA secretary, emphasized 
their importance by reporting that 
the leaders of organized consumers 
had stated their programs and 
objectives at nine major confer- 


‘Fifth Columnists’. . . 
By Pete Wemhoff 


ences in the last four and one-half 


Advertising agencies should seek | Months. 


Eben Griffiths, advertising 
manager, Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., 
reported development of four 
new methods of evaluating news- 
paper advertising. He listed these 
as newspaper norm charts; local- 
national rate differential study; 
special newspaper bulletins re- 
porting changes in advertising 
rates; and visualization of news- 
paper circulation with maps. He 








declared, however, that the Audit 
Bureau of Circulations remains 
the most important control avail- 
able to advertisers. 

Griffiths, who is chairman of the 
association’s newspaper committee, 
reported that newspapers are con- 
cerned by a decrease in advertis- 
ing linage and that discounts for 
advertising frequency and volume 
are being considered as a remedy. 
He pointed out that the Basic 
Newspaper Group of the Southwest 


has started a program in that 
direction. 
Thomas H. Young, advertising 


director, United States Rubber Co., 
urged advertising men to share 
the problem of distribution and 
sales. “Advertising should not be 
a courtplaster on the face of busi- 
ness,” he added, advocating corre- 
lation of advertising, sales and 
distribution. 


Labor 
Through mouth of organized 
labor leader, Massachusetts is 


inviting new business in a series 
of advertisements. Believed to be 
first of its type. 

Copy carries photo of Nicholas 
P. Morrissey, president, Massa- 
chusetts Federation of Labor, 
who cites workers’ co-operative 
efforts. Also points out “Massa- 
chusetts’ record the major 
industrial state with the greatest 
freedom from lost work per 
employe due to strikes.” 


Camel 


New personality pushes to fore 
in automotive advertising, and Ped- 
rick piston rings are rapidly com- 
ing to be identified by a new 
character — a camel, storied “ship 


15 


of the desert” that travels “more 





'miles on a single filling.” 


Camel is being featured in two- 
color bleed page advertisements in 
automotive magazines. Series will 
be developed to keep pace with the 
evolution of Pedrick products. The 
character is being merchandised by 
Pedrick jobbers to dealer outlets 
throughout the country by direct 
mail and other promotional ma- 
terial, tying in the camel with the 
Pedrick labor - and - ring guarantee 
plan. 


Expands 

Belnap and Thompson, Inc., Chi- 
cago, sales promotion agency, an- 
nounces opening of new and en- 
larged offices in the Graybar 
Building, New York City, necessi- 
tated by increasing business in this 
area. Martin W. Bazner, promotion 
director, continues in charge. 





MORE ADVERTISING READERSHIP 


AMONG PHILADELPHIA CAR OWNERS 


1,778 motorists who drove 
in during one day to 34 
outstanding Philadelphia 
service stations were asked 
this question by Ross Fed- 


eral ResearchCorporation: 


QUESTION: 


“Check the one newspaper in 
which you are most likely to 


see the advertising of 


mobiles, tires, gasoline and 
other automotive products.” 


auto- 
Philadelphia, 


wre ae 


At this modern service 
Delaware Ave. and Frankford Ave., 
more motorists said 
they read The Evening Bulletin for 
automotive advertising than named 
any TWO other newspapers. 





Station at 


THIS 1S HOW THEY ANSWERED: 


“a 
t 
&.. 


Bein sn 


THE EVENING BUL 


Newspaper No. 2—453 Motorists 


No. 3—316 Motorists 


? 


ial 


4 


LETIN. ... . 870 Motorists | 


The Bulletin was named by more motorists 
than any other two newspapers combined ! 


The Evening Bulletin, with 94.9% of its 
circulation within the Philadelphia retail 
trading area, will take your advertising 


message into the majority of homes in the 
nation’s greatest City of Homes at one of the 
lowest costs per reader in America. 


She Evening bedlletin 


Copyright 1940, Bulletin Co., Philadelphia 
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Trucks 





State Trade Barriers Seen Blow to Consumer Purse. 


Program Is Set 
For Pa. Truck 


Assn. Conclave 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS) - 
Plans for the seventh annual con- 
vention of Pennsylvania Motor 
Truck Assn., to be held June 13-15 
at Conneaut Lake, were announced 
last week by Harry L. Gormley, 
general chairman. 

Morning sessions. will 
business meetings and speeches by 
prominent persons either affiliated 
with highway transportation, or 
state and federal governmental 
agencies. Afternoons and evenings 
will be devoted almost exclusively 
to sports and dancing. 


Among the speakers will be 
Chester H. Gray, executive secre- 
tary, National Highway Users’ 
Conference, and Richard J. Beam- 
ish, public utility commissioner. 
Officers will be elected during the 
morning session of June 15. 

Closing the convention will be 
the second annual Pennsylvania 


American Truckings Assns., in No- 
iain eel Se ec ehcp ed ae pe acces ES Crea ee 
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HYDRAULIC DUMP HOIST is now available for installation on the %, % 


or 1-ton truck chassis. Manufacturer is the Bird-White Corp., Chicago, and the 
equipment is designed for the lighter jobs up to 2,000 pounds payload. Operating 
features include maximum dumping angle of 60 degrees, cab controlled, raising 
and lowering dump body while the truck is in motion, high speed operation 
in raising and lowering the hoist and minimum sidesway and top heaviness. 


The state finals will be 
the afternoon of June 15. 


Safe Truck Driver Contest, winner , vember. 
of which will be sent to Los|held on 
Angeles to compete in the national 


finals under the auspices of the ugoanis. lg ee 


‘“‘wide-awake”’ in the industry. 


‘u | Varying Truck Regulations 


Retard Flow of Commerce 


DETROIT.—In a brief span of 
years, by affording boundless op- 
portunity for initiative and enter- 
prise, the motor truck industry has 
exercised a marked influence on 
America’s trade and commerce, 
according to Automobile Facts, 
published by Automobile Manufac- 
turers Assn. To assure continuance 
of this progress, farmers, shippers 
and consumers are fighting the 
growth of restrictive highway legis- 
lation, which they recognize as a 
problem of national concern. 

By doing the job cheaper and 
doing it better, motor trucks have 
battered down high transportation 
costs, thereby bringing many use- 
ful goods within reach of millions 
of families once doing without 
them, it is pointed out. 

An industry of small enterprises 
for the most part—85 percent of 
the operators own only one truck 
— in 


it has been instrumental 


CHEVROLET TRUCKS 


MORE VALUE MEANS SALES 
LEADERSHIP — SALES LEADERSHIP 


MEANS MORE VALUE 


In five out of the past seven years—and again to date in 1940 — Chevrolet 


trucks have won sales leadership in competition with the entire truck field. 


This leadership is built on the unbeatable combination of better truck value 


and the selling efforts of the most modern and aggressive dealer’ organization 


in the industry. 


Better value means sales leadership — that is an axiom. But sales leadership 


also means better value! Leadership gives Chevrolet the top volume production 


which brings economies in purchasing, manufacture and distribution—econo- 


mies which are passed on to the purchaser in the form of still higher value. 


Small wonder that Chevrolet trucks have played an important part in Chevro- 


let dealers’ consistent record of sales leadership. 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, General Motors Sales Corporation, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


BEST HAULERS - 


BEST SAVERS - 


BEST SELLERS 
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‘*THE BEST 


PROOF OF MERIT ITS 





CONTINUED SUCCESS” 





encouraging new sources for com. | 


modities and creating new markets 
for them. Many of these gains are 


now being placed in jeopardy by q | 
series of conflicting and burden. | 
some state laws which threaten |; 


the interests of producer and con- 
sumer. 


So steadily have these restrictions 
on the flow of commerce over the 
highways been enacted, it would 
appear many laws were aimed only 
at reducing the competitive advan- 
tage afforded by motor trucks’ 
more economical operation. Threats 
to free enterprise abound. 


The difficulty with which trucks 


move to carry goods in interstate 
commerce is shown by the fact 
that a five-ton truck travelling 
for the first time from Alabama 
to South Carolina must pay a $400 
tax in Alabama, $400 in Georgia, 
and $200 in South Carolina — or 
$1,000 for the trip. By counter- 
acting many of the economies of- 
fered by truckers, such interstate 
trade barriers impose higher com- 
modity costs on consumers. 


Tedious to shippers is the fact 
that most states have varying 
license and tax regulations for 
different classes of out-of-state 
carriers. 


Among the most vexatious bar- 
riers raised to interstate trucking 
are those limitations placed on 
length and weight or payload 
capacity of commercial motor ve- 
hicles. States which are side by 
side have marked differences. Con- 
necticut allows only a third the 
weight which is legal in Rhode 
Island. Wyoming sets the limit at 
48,000 pounds and Montana permits 
84,800; Kentucky’s 18,000 compares 
with 72,000 in her sister state, 
Illinois. 


For a trip through four Western 
states a truck would need yellow, 
amber, green and white colors for 
its clearance lamps to conform to 
all requirements. For a trip from 
Seattle to Los Angeles a _ truck 
needs directional signals of red, 
yellow and amber. 


America, with 130,000,000 consum- 
ers in 3,000,000 square miles, grew 
to be the largest free trade area 
in the world before individual 
states began discouraging inter- 
state shipments by _ tax levies. 
Within the nation there is a high 
degree of specialization, permitting 
New England to be a shoe center, 
the Pacific Northwest to supply 
lumber needs, the Mississippi Val- 
ley to serve as the granary of the 
nation. As a result the United 
States produced more in proportion 
to its population than any nation 
in the world. 

Preservation of this system of 
free enterprise, which has made 
possible the American standard of 
living, has prompted many public 
leaders to combat efforts seeking 
legislative restrictions on truck 
shipping. Among them, members of 
the council of state governments 
said in official resolution: “. . . 
The council recognizes that trade 
barriers, under any guise, are detri- 
mental to the economic welfare of 
the country; that this assembly 
recommends complete adherence to 
the traditional policy of free trade 
between the 48 states.” 

Many U. S. farmers and consum- 
ers also are concerned. Seriously 
affecting their welfare is the ex- 
tremely detailed, highly divergent 
and sometimes obscure legislation 
aimed at the commercial motor 
vehicle. The motor truck’s rise in 
the transportation sphere has 
changed the face of the economic 
map, knitting together the farm, 
the factory and the home, and 
benefiting all. 


Divco Profits Soar 


DETROIT. — Divco-Twin Truck Co. 
and subsidiary had a record net profit 
of $185,218 in the six months ended 
Apr. 30, 1940, equal to 82 cents 4 
share on the 225,000 shares of com- 
mon stock outstanding, according to 
John Nicol, president. Earnings com- 
pare with net profit of $121,687, or 
54 cents a share, for the corresponding 
period in the last fiscal year. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 
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Special to Automotive News 


Truck and Bus Shipments 
_ Drop Sharply from March 











r com- WASHINGTON. — In common 
narkets jwith several other commodities, 
| are (the export of American motor ve- 
dl by a |hicles to Europe was substantially 
sro reduced last month by spread and 
reaten (intensification of the war in Eu- 
id con- |rope, Secretary of Commerce Harry 
; |L. Hopkins announced last week. 
rictions The decrease in all exports to 
yer the | Europe to $315,000,000 from March 
would }to April was nearly $29,000,000, or 
*d only /8 percent. April shipments of all 
advan- jkinds were $45,000,000 under the 
trucks’ | peak reached in January and about 
‘hreats /|$12,000 under the average monthly 
jvalue for the first seven months 
trucks | of hostilities. 
erstate | During April exports of automo- 
® fact | biles, parts and accessories totaled 
velling | $19,474,000, against $29,066,000 ship- 
abama | ped to the stricken continent in 
a $499 | March, and compares with $24,921,- 
orgia, (000 in April last year. European 
—or |purchases of motor trucks and 
unter- | buses fell from $13,484,000 to $5,- 
es of. | 485,000. The decline in passenger 
rstate | car shipments was from $6,646,000 
com. | to $5,214,000, while parts for assem- 
| bly rose slightly, from $3,467,000 to 
; fact | $3,615,000. 
rying | Because of Allied purchases of 
3 for 
state |Mass. Truck Club 
: = 
par Is Leading Battle 
' + rs 
Re Against Barriers 
r ve- BOSTON. — Massachusetts is 
e by | leading the way to ease state trade 
Con- barriers hampering motor truck 
the operators. The Motor Truck Club 
hode of Massachusetts last year filed a 
it at | bill in the legislature based on 
‘mits | reciprocity through the medium of 
ares | public utility commissions. It was 
tate, | designed to allow those bodies to 
| take action. 
stern After it was passed there was 
llow, | some doubt in the minds of the 
. for | Massachusetts commissioners re- 
n to garding procedure. They felt that 
‘rom an offer for reciprocal privileges 
ruck should come from such other states 
red, seeking them. Meantime Edward 
Gogolin, manager, Pennsylvania 
um- Motor Truck Assn., got busy and 
rew through his efforts the Pennsyl- 
rea vania commission made an offer of 
jual reciprocity to Massachusetts. 
ter. Then followed a series of letters 
vel between Gogolin, Allan Brooks, 
‘igh secretary of Massachusetts depart- 
‘ing ment of public utilities, and Capt. 
ter E. C. Benway, manager of the 
ply Motor Truck Club of Massachu- 
Tal- | setts. Eventually the reciprocity 
the problem was worked out and re- 
ted cently the Massachusetts public 
lon utilities commission issued an 
ion order that the fees provided in 
this state’s laws shall not be re- 
of quired of an interstate carrier hav- 
vie ing its principal place of business 
of in Pennsylvania, since Massachu- 
lic setts vehicles are not required by 
ng Pennsylvania to pay any similar 
a fees or charges for operating in 
of Pennsylvania. 
ao Capt. Benway is now going to 
contact truck clubs or officials of 
mm other states to try to work out 
a similar reciprocity agreements. 
rf Michigan, Iowa Sign 
to Reciprocity Agreement 
Je LANSING.—Michigan Reciprocity 
Board announces completion of 
n= another highway reciprocity com- 
ly pact between Michigan and Iowa. 
x This agreement is similar to those 
at already completed with other 
n states, and, while there are few 
rr regular route carriers between 
n Michigan and Iowa, the agreement 
S will be a boon to household goods 
c movers and private truck operators. 
1, Extension of the reciprocity pacts 
d into an ever enlarging sphere of 
free trade will have the direct 
effect of producing closer relation- 
ship between Michigan and the 
other states which will greatly 
‘ benefit industrial traffic in gen- 
i eral, the Michigan Trucking Assn. 
, reports. 
) > 
New Welder Offered | 
: ROCK ISLAND, Ill. — New A. C. | 
; Arcmaster welder, recently announced | 
by Bear Mfg. Co., features a multiple- 
coil transformer design said to assure 
an even flow of current to the elec- 
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warplanes, the exports of aircraft, 
engines and parts rose from $20,- 
736,000 to $21,667,000, acceleration 
of production being hardly under 
way. 

During the invasion of Denmark 
and Norway which closed Scandi- 
navian markets materially, total 
exports from the United States to 
that area fell from $19,000,000 in 
March to less than $4,000,000 in 
April. Extension of the war into 
Holland and Belgium is, of course, 
eliminating those markets, which 


last year took $174,000,000 worth of 
American merchandise. 















More room for packages—conven- 
iently arranged for quick delivery. 





Low, flat engine housing provides 

space for many packages. Drivers 

find this a great convenience in 
working loads. 
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se War Spread Clips Millions Off April Motor Exports 





Progress Being Made 
On Big War Order 


MONTREAL. — The depart- 
ment of munitions and supply 
announces that work on the 
$80,000,000 motor vehicle order 
placed March 20 “is progressing 
on schedule” and to date more 
than 3,000 motor vehicles have 
left Canadian factories enroute 
overseas for military use. 


The order calls for 7,302 motor 
units. Since the outbreak of war 
orders have been placed for 
8,948 motor vehicles for military 
purposes with a total value of 
$13,600,000. Many vehicles re- 
quired for the 2nd Canadian di- 
vision already have been deliv- 
ered. 








fe oo utility, economy, easy handling, driver com- 
fort, and safety are among the many features that 
put these International Trucks with Metro Bodies far 


ahead of the field. 


These handsome All-Steel Streamlined delivery 
trucks have double the cubic capacity of the standard 
panel body on the same wheelbase length. They are un- 
usually easy to load and unload, and to work in and out 


Consolidated Deliveries use 16 of these International Model D-15-M Trucks with 
Metro Bodies in Chicago. These are 3 to 1-ton chassis, 113-inch wheelbase, with 
93-foot, 280 cubic-foot capacity bodies. They have a fleet of 87 Internationals 

in Chicago. 


St. Paul Truck Sales Zoom | 
Despite ‘Jitters’ Over War 


Special to Automotive News 

ST. PAUL, Minn.—In spite of the 
war jitters, motor truck sales in 
St. Paul and Ramsey county are 
booming, according to a survey of 
truck dealers. This applies to both 
city and rural sales. Dealers point 
out that, even though prospects 
are talking war, at the same time 
they are digging down into their 
pockets for the cash or check book 
with which to buy trucks. 

Farmers are buying more trucks, 
as well as city folks. Farm sales 
of new trucks so far this year in 
Ramsey county are 33% percent 


s International Trucks with METRO Bodies are the best answer yet for multi-stop 
® delivery work. Their popularity is increasing by leaps and bounds. They are not con- 
versions —they are designed all the way through for this special type of work. Throughout the International line there 
are models and sizes for every hauling need. That’s one reason why the International franchise is so valuable for dealers. 


Beautiful, Yes!...and PRACTICAL! 


These Internationals with METRO Bod 











of. Their ease of handling and parking, wide-angle 


vision, roomy driver compartment, 


elimination of driver fatigue. 


Ask the nearby International Dealer or Branch for a demonstration on 
own routes. You'll find these INTERNATIONAL-METRO Delivery Trucks the 
best solution yet to delivery problems. The Model D-2-M, 4-ton chassis, is 
available in two wheelbase lengths: 102-inch for the 
foot capacity; and 113-inch for the 914-foot body, 


Model D-15-M, 


¥%4 to 1-ton chassis, is also available in tw 


same size bodies and same Capacities as on the D-2-M. 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY 
180 North Michigan Avenue 


(INCORPORATED) 


Easy access to load through pat- 
ented Metro Magic Rear Door. 


and load accessibility contribute greatly to 


7¥%-foot body, 225 cubic- 
280 cubic-foot capacity. The 
o wheelbase lengths, 


Chicago, Illinois 


above that of the same period of 
1939. Sales within the city limits 
of St. Paul have increased 34 per- 
cent so far this year compared 
with the same period in 1939. 

Total sales of new trucks in 
April in St. Paul and Ramsey 
county were 159 units as compared 
to 99 units in April, 1939. Sales 
according to individual makes in 
April this year are as follows: 
Ford 75; International 27; Chev- 
rolet 26; G.M.C. 8; Dodge 5; Mack 
5; Plymouth 5; Diamond T 4; Divco 
1; Packard 1; White 1, and Willys 1. 
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had his big chance and he grabbed it. Not, however, with 
any thought of personal glory but when Congress and the 
government were working feverishly to put the country 
on a war basis they turned to the automobile industry 
as one that would be a valuable ally in the correlation 
of industry as a whole and the levying of new taxes to 
defray the cost of the conflict. A parallel is found today, 
the spring of 1940, with the whole world either at war 
or threatened with becoming involved, because of one 
Adolph Hitler and his Nazis. Uncle Sam, taking up the 
defense of his America, again turns to the automobile 
industry to furnish the major part of the supplies that 
will be furnished the army and navy, backing it up with 
an additional billion dollars or more that will be spent 


for this purpose. 








Buffalo New Car Sales Soar, 


But Used Cars Lag Behind 


Special to Automotive News 

BUFFALO.—WNew car registra- 
tions in Erie county during April 
jumped 45 percent over the corre- 
sponding month a year ago as sales 
far exceeded even the fondest ex- 
pectations of dealers. Only in 
April, 1929, and April, 1936, have 
sales exceeded those of the past 
month. 

Registrations in the county dur- 
ing April totaled 3,365 compared 


was considered abnormal, and sales 
so far in May have fallen off to 
conform more with the general 
pattern of improvement over 1939. 
During the first 20 days of this 
month sales are running 27 percent 
over a year ago. 

On the other hand, used 
sales are not keeping pace 


car 
with 


the new car turnover and this has |} 


given dealers some concern in re- 
cent months. 














versally used. In 1926 Mr. Schacht sold 
out his various interests and lived in 
retirement in Florida. 

ss @ 


HARWOOD M. BACON 


CLEVELAND.—Harwood M. Bacon, 
66, died at his home here May 21 
Mr. Bacon at one time was general sales 
manager for the West Coast branch. 
Later he was at the factory in charge 
of truck tire sales. He retired from 
the industry some 10 years back, since 
which time he had been in another 
line of business. 

Ea * * 


JOHN H. RIEMER 


OSHKOSH, Wis.—John H. Riemer, 
73, one of the city’s first automobile 
dealers, died May 20 at his home 
here following a heart attack. Mr. Rie- 
mer is survived by his wife and a son. 

* * ~ 
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? MY A (-BIOGRAPHY NADA Past Presidents Motor Emp loyes 
e 1917 George W. Browne Milwaukee, Wis ' , \Y 1 
4 THE SAGA OF THE FIRST 1919 F. W. A. Vesper cone Naw fle Gs ea | 
po . A. Vesper St. Louis, Mo. yH, ; 
! OO YEARS ON RUBBER “Sit@)| 92000 HB. Harper ara on New High in 1939 |R 
: oo Jesse A. Smith Palm Beach, Fla. DETROIT. — The “real” Wages | 
By Chris 1922 Thomas J. Hay Chicago, Il. paid to automobile factory workers 
= , 1988 a J. Brace Kansas City, Mo. —their pay checks in terms of 
. cs AD ete, i086 . G. G. Peckham Cleveland, Ohio living costs — reached an all-time 
A. dy John L. Butler Beverly Hills, Calif. || high in 1939, according to Aut 
as C. E. Gambill Chicago, IIl. mobile Facts, released last week a Speci 
i987 C. B. Warren New York, N. Y. Automobile Manufacturers Assn M‘ 
1928 ze L. Hughson San Francisco, Calif. The magazine asserts that aver. ™O0V' 
ro eG, Codsington (Deceased) age hourly earnings last year jn high 
1930 LR ‘a. Los Angeles, Calif. the motor industry were 92.8 cents, 8°V€ 
1931 ie TE iste Chicago, Ill. , | while the cost of living in auto. | ™"! 
1932 . J. Hdwards Milwaukee, Wis. motive cities declined slightly from | 4UCe 
1933 > or Nagelvoort Seattle, Wash. | preceding years. /mon 
1934 F woe oe St. Louis, Mo. ' “As automobile production rose | >Y.t 
f rr oS oe St. Louis, Mo. from the preceding year, weekly | Pati 
; 1936 BM ied esper St. Louis, Mo. | individual earnings in 1939 jumped | trol 
1987 Sui Omaha, Neb. |to the highest figure of the decade. |°™ 
) 1938 ; W. Row Omaha, Neb. | $31.23,” the article states, He 
1939 - W. hoby Shreveport, La. “The volume of employment and 
: 1940 oe H. Horner Washington, D.C. payrolls also experienced sizable Rez 
| anley H. Horner Washington, D.C. gains from the previous year. Dur- | 
| aineen | ing 1939, the number of workers * 
; , ’ on payrolls averaged 394,0 os 
. by the House of Representatives. Such a federal excise (29 percent more os i. enn 
tax was imposed later but that is another story. Weekly payrolls rose to $12,303,000, 
During their deliberations in the capital and their | UP 41 percent from the previous | y 
contacts with Congress, the dealers referred to above |*“th. weekl — that 
became convinced of the necessity for a strong national | average automobile worker > 1958 rod 
association of automobile retailers and, on May 25,1917, | had a purchasing power of 1213 a 
| created a tentative organization which was made per- | ‘1929 equals 100), which was 11 | itt! 
, manent in Chicago on July 10 and 11 of the same year. | Percept over 2988 and the highest | mot 
rE And this George W. Browne was elected the first presi- industry a a ee 
ue baer te W. BROWNE of Milwaukee, first president of dent. Briefly, such were the beginnings of the National jis a 
Verper of Bt. Lowi who served jtse fermi ar WADA wretvient, | Automobile Dealers Assn, which is now 24 years of age | Reckless Driver | |i 
, and has over 15,000 members. er | |Bus 
Chapter LXXIII—NADA, ‘War Baby’ Also, while the NADA idea was being made a reality, Face P h are 
Sn the War Industries Board ruled that the motor car was 7 eee rg 
cuse it, please, but the case history of the National a luxury or non-essential and ordered the manufacturers coon Li cen | com 
Automobile Dealers Assn. is out of step chronologically to go on 100 percent war work. Had this order been oe pure 
with the time table the author has been using in pacing executed it would have put the automobile retailer out |, CINCINNATI. — Reckless drivers | late: 
Who, Me?” Properly placed, it should have been of business for the duration of the war, and, in many | tnojqinnati ee eee Be 
squeezed in between Chapter LXXI and Chapter cases, permanently. Its withdrawal i: aii anaes a tae 
But I : p ’ ntly. wl awal was brought about traffic violations, according to a | defe 
LXXII. Bu Sorta overshot the turn in my haste to by representatives of the very young NADA and the | Plan being considered by Police | are 
reach the magical “The End,” which will mark the com- automotive industry saved from interruption and pos- | Chief Eugene T. Weatherly. Three _ the 
pletion of the saga, and I go into reverse long enough sible serious consequences. From what has been said | Py Court fae ould rate a citation | beer 
to tell the story of NADA, a war baby” if there ever so far, it is obvious that the National Automobile Deal- he said. r ee eee ton 
was one, which in the 24 years it has been functioning, ers Assn. was sired by the necessity for the self- A similar plan has been in opera- | tion 
has been the pilot of the dealers of these United States. preservation of a business which has proved of great sg in ae O., for the last a 
Why NADA i . economic importance to th wo weeks and has encountered no e 
oe Se & comparatively young passes my P the country. opposition, officials say, although in | tack 
understanding, for dealers had been operating under the NADA Ptoncore Cincinnati some attorneys, speak- | thei 
banners of local and state organizations for more than Tat wal ing informally, said that punch - 
two decades previous to 1917 when war needs made a . on't misunderstand me as to the part George perforations would become prima oe 
national association of dealers imperative. Even when I oe a a layed Pe Rag —s of NADA. There were amaien te the offices? | tren 
cut into the automobile picture in 1905 there already that fir a tn thu es him but he was the spark plug Safety Director George M. Ward, PUP 
was in operation the Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. ae e : e enthusiasm of the dealers to the need of columbus, said that but one tele. ‘8 | 
with which I co-operated in the promotion of contests— = iona Se Such men as Albert T. Clark phone caller had questioned the me 
hill climbs, reliability runs, economy tests and gym- ir at ae a bi of Pa ae ee Tee Ve 
khanas. In case you may not recall the gymkhanas, they Ra ids Mich — - he : panies of Grand ling. However, he felt that the real | the 
were field day stunts staged in order to demonstrate how ; iaadit . shih Bar TE ers of the organization | objections, if such develop, would | >US' 
cony it was to rive the automobiles of that day. Grand- aeelers.” Followin . en bee bag nr ‘(lanes der a eh cee a 
stand stu mi eg: ° - e ecame e c or at leas ays an ; 
ght be a definition more easily understood. NADA’s first secretary. P some drivers get their third punch PA 
B ‘s k Plug’ : : A : : , : and are arrested. - 
rowne ‘Spar ug : Prominent also in this organization of the automobile tick 
e “ “ ” © . a. 
It was in those days in Chicago that I first knew war baby” was Fred W. A. Vesper, president of the | Obituaries— 
George W. Browne who was destined, although I didn’t Vesper Buick Co. of St. Louis, who at one time was gen- ; . | Ne 
know it then, of course, to become the bellwether that eral sales manager of the Buick Motor Co., who created meas” -. amare R 
the dealers of America followed in 1917 when war needs that famous slogan, “When Better Cars Are Built, Buick | ceived here of the death in Florida of - 
brought about the organization of the National Auto- Will Build Them.” Vesper was to take over the presi- | Gustave A. Schact, pioncer in the auto- 1%, 
mobile Dealers Assn. In those early days Browne was dential job in 1918, following Browne and serving two ized the Schacht, Motor Car Co. in | ture 
one of the crack salesmen on Chicago’s automobile row, terms. Later on, when NRA came along and the need __[high-whecied motor buggy. In 1914 the | of § 
! with a reputation for aggressive salesmanship that for an experienced leader was imperative, Vesper was | goyPany was reorganized as the G. A. be 
; made him a leader in his profession—a “go-getter” who recalled. For three terms he stood on the NADA bridge. _| facturea commercial motor vehicles ex: = 
was successful in his line because he never would ac- His intelligent leadership, I always have felt, was largely _| designed a two-range transmission for | of t 
knowledge he was licked. When he moved to Milwaukee responsible for developing the NADA into the strong | Army jusc..,instead of ithe old three the 
. and became a distributor in Wisconsin, for Willys- body it is today. It took a strong hand to steer through _| two speeds forward and one in reverse, wit 
Overland, he had lost none of these attributes. - - oubled NRA waters and Vesper had that strong forward, two reverse, with two, ranges “an 
* e n s . 
So, when the United States was plunged into the eel for power: 10’ "speeds rin. all. Mr. | ing 
World War and scraping the cupboard bare in its efforts This is the seventy-third installment of Chris Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. _ | Sevclonmant’ of the nemdtive axle, OF, 
} ; ; ; v Fe pri 
to meet the financial needs of the hour, George Browne Next week’s chapter continues the NADA Saga now obsolete, and did much_experi- : 
mental work in the development of the in 
dual reduction_axle, now almost unl- pop 





In scarcely more than a month after the declaration | with 2456 in March and 2,670 in LEON J. WATERS F 
of war, in 1917, the motor vehicle industry was faced | April, 1939. Buffalo Automotive| Used car sales in Erie county] .).,;c6n wis.—Leon J. Waters, 58 ret! 
with a proposed tax of 5 percent on factory prices of Trade Assn. reports that sales|so far this year have shown only esas nN, ae SS co. and o 
automobiles A group of prominent dealers went to from January through April this |a 12 percent increase over the cor-| past president of Madison Automotive ee 
Washi : d succeeded in securing the elimination year have run 28 percent over the | responding 1939 period, compared | aa ae aay, 1% in a local hospi are 

as ington and 5 > hast of & pag d corresponding period a year ago. | with the 28 percent gain for new ceeteamane” teeeteemne 7. past 27 | 
of this levy by the Senate. It had already been passe The April increase over last year ' car sales. years. 
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Canada Seeking Fe 


Rail-Highway 


Prompts Introduction of Bill} 


Special to Automotive News 

MONTREAL, — Making the first 
move towards the regulation of 
highway transport by Dominion 
government’s authority, C. D. Howe, 
minister of transport, has _ intro- 
duced a bill in the House of Com- 
mons which would bring transport 
by truck and bus across the inter- 
national boundary under the con- 
jtrol of the board of transport 
commissioners. 

Heretofore all highway transport 


| Railroads’ Credit 
System Is Not 


Worrying Buses 


WASHINGTON.—Announcement 
that American railroads are about 
to introduce a system of transport- 
ing passengers “on the cuff” has 
interested but not surprised or 
alarmed national spokesmen of the 
motor bus interests, at which the 
revolutionary departure obviously 
is aimed. 

A. W. Koehler, secretary-man- 
ager of National Assn. of Motor 
'Bus Operators, says the bus lines 
}are not contemplating emulation of 
their rail competitors at this time 
/but he would not say that some 
/comparable credit system of ticket 
purchasing might not be adopted 
later on. 

Although the railroads in start- 
ing to sell transportation on the 
deferred payment plan doubtless 
are seeking to win back some of 
the passenger traffic which has 
been captured by the highway car- 
riers, observers here discern a 
deeper significance in the innova- 
tion. It is considered one more 
drop in a bucket of evidence that 
the railroads are taking a new 
tack in their efforts to improve 
| their situation and income. 
| Bus interests are unworried by 
the development because probably 
the bulk of their patronage comes 
from a strata of the traveling 
public which for various reasons 
is unlikely to be able to avail 
themselves of this credit buying. 
Some demonstration of credit rat- 
ing will necessarily be required by 
the agency which will handle the 
business independently of the rail- 
roads. Frankly, the bus lines know 
a very large segment of their 
Passengers might have some diffi- 
culty in qualifying for “pay-later” 
ticket buying. 


New Miss. Chain Tax 


Ranges from $10 to $300 

JACKSON, Miss.—A chain store 
tax, as finally approved by both 
houses of the Mississippi legisla- 
ture, calls for a graduated scale 
of $10 to $300 tax per store. 

The number of stores in the 
nationwide chain will be used in 
_determining the tax base, instead 
of the present method of compiling 
the tax on the number of stores 
within the state. A senate amend- 
ment, accepted by the house, pro- 
vides that the tax on stores operat- 
ing in cities of 3,000 population 
or less will be three-fifths of the 
principal amount, and on stores 
in cities between 3,000 and 6,000 
population, four-fifths. 
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Competition 


has been under provincial juris- 
diction while water, rail and air 
transport came under federal juris- 
diction. The problem of competition 
between highway and rail transport 
has been studied for some time but 
the bill just introduced is the first 
federal legislation on the matter. 

Two new parts will be added to 
the transport act if the bill be- 
comes law. Both will come into 
effect on proclamation. 

The one dealing with interna- 
tional trade authorizes the board 
of transport commissioners to li- 
cense vehicles for the transport of 
goods or passengers in interna- 
tional trade, prescribe the schedule 
of services to be maintained, routes 
to be followed and standards of 
vehicles to be used. It shall not 
issue a _ license unless _ satisfied 
public convenience requires it. 

The other new part brings high- 
way transport into and through na- 
tional parks under the control of 
the board. Power to do this, how- 
ever, was already contained in the 
national parks act. It is similar in 
terms to the part relating to in- 
ternational trade except that the 
board is empowered to regulate the 
tolls to be charged for such 
transport. 


Trucks Boosting 


Neb.’s Revenue 


LINCOLN, Neb. — Thirty-one 
thousand trucks have brought an 
increase of $67,000 to revenues of 
Nebraska during the last two 
years. In 1937, the average fee for 
truck registration in Nebraska was 
$20.78; in 1939, it was $22.94. 

Of this $67,000 increase, 70 per- 
cent, or about $47,000, will be used 
on the highways of the counties in 
which the registrations were made. 


Truck Wheel Patent 


Is Upheld in Penna. 


PITTSBURGH.—Judge F. D. 
Schoonmaker, sitting in U. S. 
district court here, filed an opinion 
in the case of O. A. Parker, Cleve- 
land, vs. Commissioner of Patents, 
J. W. Vanderveer, Erie, Pa., and 
Erie Malleable Iron Co., Erie, Pa., 
holding that the testimony fully 
sustains the finding of the Patent 
Office board of appeals, and con- 
cluding that plaintiff has not pre- 
sented a case which entitles him 
to have a patent issued to him. 

Decision was in connection with 
a suit filed in federal district court 
in Erie, Pa., on Dec. 13, 1939, sub- 
sequent to issue of Patent No. 2,- 
178,316 granted to J. W. Vander- 
veer on Oct. 31, 1939, covering 
aligning means of rims on wheels, 
mounted on taper seats. Patent has 
been assigned to Erie Malleable 
Iron Co. 


Plan Largest Furnace 


LORAIN, O. — United States Steel 
Corp. announces the appropriation of 
$1,500,000 for the construction of a 
new blast furnace at the Lorain works 
of the National Tube Co., a subsidiary. 
The new furnace will have a daily out- 
put of 1,100 tons, said to be the 
largest in the world. 





For _a fresh automotive viewpoint, 


read George M. Slocum’s ‘‘A Word iu 
Edgewise.”’ 





FOUR BRITISH subjects formally took their leave of a land at peace, to 
return to their homelands at the conclusion of the ninth Post-Graduate School 


of Modern Merchandising and Management, the Chevrolet 
sons. On hand with graduation congratulations was M. E. 


“‘college”’ for dealers’ 


Coyle, left, general 


manager of Chevrolet, commencement speaker. Left to right, the new alumni 


G. E. Smith, Kamloops, B. C.; 


B. C., Canada. See story on page 6 


2 J. D. Potgieter, Kimberley, South Africa: 
C. B. C. Harris, Benoni, Transvaal, South Africa, and W. G. A. Hanna, Nanaimo, 
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EDWARD SMITHWICK, of Detroit, proclaimed by the National Safety 
Council as champion safe driver of the United States in interstate transporta- 
tion, photographed with the new 1%-ton Dodge job-rated cab-over-engine truck 
he now drives between Detroit and Kansas City. During his 16 years as a 
truck driver, Smithwick has driven a total of 1,222,000 miles without an accident, 
it is said. 





Here’s BIG news .. . the biggest truck news 
of the year! The new Reo MORELOAD 
Models are coming off the assembly line... 
husky, powerful units engineered to smash 
present day trucking costs and give truck 
dealers a new head of steam in selling. 






REO has led the way on new improvements 
many times during the past 30 years. Reo 
again leads the way. This new “MORE- 
LOAD” line of Reo Speed Wagons and 
Heavy-Duty Trucks inaugurates a new 
principle of design which makes Reo, by 
all odds, the most advanced truck on the 
road today! Write for full details. 
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deral Control of Trucks, Buses 





Telescopic Hoist 


Offered by Heil 


MILWAUKEE. — A new single- 
cylinder telescopic hydraulic hoist, 
said to handle unusually heavy 
loads with ease, has been intro- 
duced by the Heil Co. 

The hoist proper consists of a 
main cylinder having a 9-inch bore, 
supported in an all-steel box girder 
cross-support. This support pivots 
in broad saddles attached to the 
chassis frame. The base is fitted 
with a flange so that the valve 
housing can be bolted onto the 
base casting. 

Heil engineers have designed this 
hoist in either two, three or four 
telescopic sleeves, depending upon 
mounting conditions. The _ hoist 
crosshead shaft provides flexible 
attachment to the body subframe. 
The new Heil unit is designed espe- 
cially for mounting on six-wheel, 
four-wheel drive trucks, or on 
standard four-wheel drive trucks 
with side propeller shaft. 





SPEED WAGON and 
HEAVY DUTY TRUCK 
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New Reo MORELOAD de- 









sign gives you more load 
space on shorter wheel- 
base—shorter turning ra- 
dius and ideal weight 
distribution — plus many 
other advanced features. 
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New Passenger Car Registrations, Three Months Total, 1940-1939 
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Car, Truck Output Slightly Hig 








*Memorial Holiday * 














| AN’s Production Estimate 
(U. S. and Canada) 
WEEKS ENDED MAY 25, MAY 18 
Jan.1 Jan.1 
Week Same Week May to to 
Ended Week Ended to May 27 May 25 
May 25 1939* May 18* Date 1939* 1940* 
GEN. MOTORS ........ 44,650 30,691 44,9388 160,120 658,889 886,405 
Chevrolet? ........... 27,000 19,150 26,962 97,227 394,010 533,560 
Se 6,500 4,644 6,559 23,821 101,167 136,333 
| EN, AW 6 sie ae ee soe 5,500 3,610 5,672 19,871 74,764 105,090 
| Oldsmobile .......... 4,800 2,512 4,894 16,732 71,563 94,154 
Cadillac-LaSalle ..... 850 715 851 2,969 17,385 17,268 
RYSLER. ........... 19,510 5,475 19,018 69,068 378,896 481,690 
Plymoutht ........... 9,625 2,775 9,622 33,661 190,220 235,069 
SE) Cae bbws alerted 5,750 1,980 5,763 20,953 125,365 150,951 
DEMME 6523008004003 2,525 400 2,031 8,640 35,121 55,258 
Ey 6606 vavenwe sy 1,610 320 1,602 5,814 28,190 40,512 
FORD FInd eteSeta-ree 19,080 20,275 19,160 69,993 422,142 448,486 
SN 03 106,508 Noun 0 16,900 18,200 16,980 61,455 366,417 388,971 
| PROD eeicccvcvsevs 1,700 1,800 1,700 6,479 438,060 45,560 
Lincoln-Zephyr ...... 480 275 480 2,059 12,665 13,955 
STUDEBAKER; ....... 2,528 2,555 2,240 8,502 41,332 51,8350 
PACKARD ............ 1,750 660 1,772 6,001 21,605 35,096 
eee 1,650 1,600 1,395 5,716 27,630 34,057 
ids wie.eraa Nw. ee 1,536 1,200 1,553 5,292 33,495 28,871 
WOMMEMIST sive vviesnces 1,235 t 1,373 3,728 8,466 13,899 
SOEEPEIE case ssssssee 70 ¢ 110 504 2,497 1,213 
JO ps eee $ ¢ ¢ $ 1,497 899 
HUPMOBILE.......... 70 ¢ 138 99 770 99 
MISCELLANEOUS; ... 6,350 5,400 6,367 22,845 120,991 136,846 
AP MME 6 86 566088 98,429 67,856 97,939 351,868 1,718,210 2,118,911 
‘Revised. Includes trucks. {tClosed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, 


Henney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, Indiana, 
International, Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, etc. 


April Production Reaches 
458,423 Units, Year’s Peak 


3pecial to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON. — Factory sales 
of motor vehicles in April in the 
United States and Canada reached 
the peak for this year 458,423, the 
U. S. census bureau’s figures dis- 


Plant Activity 


Week Ended May 25 
OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 
.. steady; 6,500, five days 
Cad.-LaSalle.steady; 850, four days 
Chevrolet. .steady; 27,000, five days 


Chrysler....... rise; 2,525, five days 
De Soto..... steady; 1,610, four days 
Dodge...... steady; 5,750, four days 
Ford...... steady; 16,900, four days 
Graham...... steady; 140, five days 
Hudson..... steady; 1,650, four days 
Lincoln...... steady; 480, four days 
eee steady; 1,536, four days 


Oldsmobile. .steady; 4,800, five days 


Packard....steady; 1,750, five days 
Plymouth. .steady; 9,625, four days 
Pontiac..... steady; 5,500, five days 


Studebaker. .steady; 2,528, five days 
steady; 1,235, five days 


closed last week. In March they 
reached 440,232 cars and trucks. 

The total of 1,764,382 vehicles sold 
at the factory during the first four 
months of the year compares with 
1,402,507 during the corresponding 
period of 1939. 


Sales of both passenger and 
commercial cars, trucks and road 
tractors destined for foreign mar- 
kets continued to drop, as the year 
progressed, the figures show. Pas- 
senger car export sales totaled 48,- 
956 during the first four months, 
against 75,246 the year before. Sales 
of commercial cars, trucks and 
road tractors during the period 
number 47,855, compared with 54,- 
926 foreign sales in the first third 
of last year. 


Canadian production advanced in 
April to 19,687, against 16,612 in 
March and 16,891 in April, 1939, 
bringing the year’s total to 71,705, 
compared with 47,798 in the corre- 
sponding period preceding. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


To Cause Sharp 
Drop This Week 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Associate Editor 


DETROIT. — With most plants 
closing for at least two days over 
the Memorial holiday, car and 


truck production 
Automotive News’ 


will decline 
Production Estimate “D&T Ply this 


week. As a re- 
sult, with a total 
of 351,868 units 
produced thus 
far this month, 
May’s total out- 
put will likely 
approach the 
400,000 - unit 
mark. 


Production 
during the past 
week showed a 
slight gain over 
the previous 
week. The past 
week’s assem- 
blies were placed 
at 98,429 cars 
and trucks com- 
pared with 97,- 
939 units in the 
previous week 
and with 67,856 
vehicles in the 
comparable pe- 
riod of last year. 

There was a 
slight decline in 
General Motors’ 
group total for 
the past week. 
The past week’s 
figure is esti- 
mated at 44,650 cars and trucks 
contrasted with 44,938 units in the 
previous week and with 30,691 in 
the corresponding period of 1939. 

Chrysler divisions showed a 
slight increase, the past week’s 
total being estimated at 19,010 cars 
and trucks, which compares with 
19,018 units in the previous week 
and with 5,475 units in the same 
period of last year. 

Similar conditions prevailed at 
Ford, whose various plants assem- 
bled a total of 19,080 cars and 
trucks last week compared with 
19,160 vehicles in the previous 
week and with 20,275 units in the 
comparable week of 1939. 


Independent producers continued 
at previous levels last week, with 
Studebaker again in the lead. Fol- 
lowing order were Packard, Hud- 
son, Nash, Willys, Graham and 


< 
Last 
Year 





| Hupmobile. 
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her at 93, 


New Passenger 


429 Units 


Car Registrations 





Three Months, plus 34 States for April 














April April 1940 19389 Unit 
toDate Pos. 1940 Pos. 19389 Pos. Gain 
BULOIOG. Fecevieivivnsie 50,423 1 251,267 1 180,783 1 70,384 
Ford SOME ON AA GreTCVED 30,469 2 163,985 2 137,081 2 26,904 
PlYMOUth «2.06.00 25,918 3 127,511 8 110,615 3 16,896 
SRI. 5 havea Nae 15,588 4 80,304 4 59,823 4 20,481 
PUN 346d. ve cee 03404 12,554 5 63,596 5 44,103 6 19,493 
eee 11,546 6 62,082 6 58,058 5 4,024 
Oldsmobile ........... 11,202 7 55,756 q 41,025 7 14,731 
GHEVRIOE osc seve cases 5,866 8 29,390 8 21,038 8 8,352 
Studebaker ........... 5,521 9 28,153 9 14,928 12 13,225 
MOPCUry ..s-scceccces 4,584 10 24,765 10 16,525 9 8,240 
PEGG. 8605 0s vc edveres 4,224 11 22,237 +11 13,836 13 8,401 
PORE cs ctsasaeeene 4,080 12 20,970 12 12,057 14 8,913 
in TC ihc i sisiisin ee eus 3,845 13 20,406 138 15,181 11 5,225 
WEED. © Ve Aeaieeciecisesk dw 3,637 14 16,849 14 16,434 10 415 
Cadiling-Lailaile Pwaiaee 1,713 15 9,944 15 10,171 15 227 
ERMOGME. S56s6280cdevas 1,080 16 6,477 16 5,992 16 485 
i ee 1,060 17 6,291 17 3,273 17 3,018 
EE beh bis vee awwes 63 18 148 18 1,255 18 1,107* 
Hupmobile .......--6-66 0 sees 16 19 254 19 238* 
Miscellaneous ......-- 83 621 587 34 
OE 6 AKAN wereuets 193,456 990,668 163,019 227,649 
*Loss 





April Retail Sales 
Placed by AMA 
At 410,921 Units 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of new 
passenger cars and trucks in the 
United States totaled 410,921 units 
in April, a gain of 3 percent over 
March and 31.9 percent higher than 
April, 1939, Automobile Manufac- 
turers Assn. announced last week. 

Car sales increased 4 percent 
over March and 33 percent over 
April a year ago, while commer- 
cial vehicle sales were down 4 
percent under the previous month 
but still 27 percent over April, 
1939, AMA said. 


Cadillac-LaSalle Drive 


Producing May Sales 


DETROIT.—First returns in the 
Cadillac - LaSalle “Beat April’ 
campaign, show that 12 major 
points have already this month 
sold more cars than during the 
entire month of April. 

Current leader among _ retail 
centers, according to compilation 
of deliveries to date, is Flint, 
where an early May pickup pushed 
sales to double the total for all of 
last month. The campaign calls 
for the awarding of plaques to 
distributors, dealers and _ whole- 
sale managers who top their April 
business. 


For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 
read George M. Slocum’s ‘‘A Word in 
Edgewise.”’ 





hae 403A 


COTTA PINS 


FAITH ON TOUGH NICKEL STEELS 





The Cotta Transmission Corpora- 
tion has earned a reputation for 
building long-lived, constant-mesh 
transmissions for heavy duty auto- 
motive service. Cotta recently in- 
troduced a new heavy duty trans- 
mission for rotary oil well drilling 
rigs. This is particularly punish- 
ing service because deep well 
drilling equipment must oper te 
day in and day out without inter- 
ruption. To assure trouble-free 
performance, Cotta engineers 
pinned their faith on SAE 3120 
Nickel-chromium alloy steel. This 
tough Nickel steel is used for 
the input shaft with its integral 
gear. Cotta also specifies the same 
type Nickel steel for various speed 
change gears. These stressed parts 
are heat-treated to develop maxi- 
mum properties by carburizing at 
1625 - 1675°F., 
quenching, then 
drawing to 250- 
500°F. 
THE 

INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 


INC. New York, N.Y. 








New Passenger Car Registrations, 34 States for April, *40-’39 
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Used Car 
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Stocks Found Only Slig 


At 24 Vehicles Per Dealer 


Special to Automotive News 

CHICAGO.—Stocks of used cars 
average 24 per dealer as against 
25 a month ago and 23 a year ago, 
it is revealed by a survey just 
completed by the National Used 
Car Market Report, Blue Book and 
Red Book publishers. 


The survey also presents the 
situation by sections, as follows: 


Stocks 

Present Stocks Mo. Yr. Ago 
Stocks Per Ago Per Per 

Area Dealer Dealer Dealer 
Eastern ....... 27 30 32 
Southern ...... 23 21 15 
North Central .22 23 21 
Western ....... 24 25 22 

George A. Leukhart, general 


manager of NUCMR, pointed out 
that, in addition to the variation 


WANT ADS 


Want a Man? 
Want a Job? 

Want to Buy? 
Want to Sell? 


YOU can make YOUR WANTS 
known quickly and cheaply to 
12,000 Automobile Dealers, Jobbers, 
Manufacturers—the whole industry! 
Forms close Friday noon at Detroit. 
Cash in advance — TEN CENTS 
PER WORD PER INSERTION. 
Twenty-five cents per word for 
three insertions. Count each initial, 
group of numbers or abbreviation 
as one word. Address: 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT 

























MEN WANTED 


SALESMANAGER. Here is a real oppor- 
tunity for the right man. We want a 
man thoroughly capable of organizing 
and managing a sales force in metropoli- 
tan market. While not necessary, we pre- 
fer man who has had General Motors 
Holding experience. In writing, state in 
detail, qualifications, experience and age. 
Address Box 211, Automotive News, De- 
troit, Mich. 





JOBS WANTED 


YOUNG MAN, 33, married, available 
June 1. Detroit experience, as contact 
man with a leading advertising agency, 
and as editorial correspondent leading 
news and picture weeklies. Previously 
managing editor eastern college publica- 
tion and radio production department 
large New York agency. Desires agency 
contact or new business position. Or 
advertising department progressive com- 
pany. Best recommendations. Box 216, 
Automotive News, Detroit. 








MARKETING executive available. You will 
strengthen your top organization by using 
this man as sales and advertising man- 
ager, as general manager, or as your 
own assistant. Has proven ability as 
organizer and executive. Offers 20 years 
broad experience in all phases of market- 
ing work; also familiar with manufac- 
turing and engineering methods. Now 
employed but seeks to locate in Detroit 
area where various abilities and capacity 
for hard work will be more gainfully 
used. Negotiations confidential, of course. 
Address Box 213, care Automotive News. 





AVAILABLE. An executive, manager of 
divisional branch office of leading car 
and truck manufacturer, wants a posi- 
tion in or close to Saint Louis. Broad 
experience in advertising, merchandising 
and management. Excellent record. Well 
qualified to get results. For interview 
address A. N. Advertiser, 1509 Bell 
Telephone Bldg., Saint Louis, Mo. 


AUTO DEALER must make change. Wants 
traveling job with auto or parts manu- 
facturer. Age 45. Address Box 215, Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


BUYER WANTED 


LOCATE in Buffalo, N. Y. A payroll city, 
1,407 factories. Over 100,000 wage earn- 
ers. Value of manufactures over one 
billion dollars annually. Second largest 
city in New York State. 250,000 regis- 
tered cars and trucks. Aircraft, steel, 
flour milling center. Third largest fresh 
water port. Fine homes, churches, uni- 
versities. Famous for elm shaded boule- 
vards. There is now available, a fast- 
moving independent franchise. 300 new 
car potential. Established service depart- 
ment. Beautiful show room. Low rent in 
heart of auto row. Here is a deal worth 
investigating! Write quick and _ state 
your qualifications. Address Box No. 210, 
Automotive News. 


SELLER WANTED 
WE ARE always in the "market to buy 


automotive surplus materials for cash. 
Box No. 212, Automotive News. 





among sections, there was a con- 
siderable difference between used 
car stocks on hand in the big 
cities as against rural areas, due 
to markedly larger new car sales 
in the metropolitan districts. 


“Gains in new car sales have 
run as high as 73 percent over a 
year ago for some makes, and 
have averaged better than 25 per- 
cent above a year ago for the in- 


dustry as a whole,’ Leukhart 
added. 
“Despite this sharp upward 


trend in new car sales, there has 
been no undue accumulation of 
used cars, dealers report. They re- 
gard the used car situation as 
being well in hand, especially since 
they foresee a further expansion 
of the market with opening up 
of the heavy travel season and 
the wide selection of excellent used 
car values being offered the motor- 
ing public. 

“These factors, it is expected, 
will enable dealers not only to hold 
their stocks of used cars in line 
but to bring about an appreciable 
reduction.” 


Used Car Sales 
Up 25 Percent 


In Canton Area 


CANTON, O.—Used car sales in 
the first four months of the year 
in Stark county topped those of 
the corresponding period a year 
ago by 25 percent. 


There has been a steady demand 
for good used cars throughout the 
first quarter of this year, due 
largely to near-peak industrial 
operations in this section. 


The past winter months also 
saw a rise in new car sales which, 
while welcomed, presented another 
problem, since about 80 to 90 
percent of the new car sales in- 
volved used car trade-ins. Some 
dealers were more fortunate than 
others and have been able to move 
practically all the models later 
than 1937, and priced $200 to $250, 
without much effort. With these 
priced cars becoming scarce and 
demand continuing, dealers are 
hopeful that buyers will switch to 
more recent models and consider 
paying more for a used car. 


Without exception all used car 
lots in the district are filled with 
recent year models, plenty of each 
year from 1937 on. In some in- 
stances used car stocks are con- 
siderably higher. 


Tinnerman Expands 


CLEVELAND.—A $25,000 addition to 
Tinnerman Products, Inc.’s plant here, 
is to be launched at once under con- 
tracts awarded to the Austin Co., 
engineers and builders. The additional 
space will be utilized to increase 
capacity for the production of speed 
nuts in response to demand from 


automotive and other industries. 


DEAN CORNWELL, center, a member of the national academy, winner of | 


NUCMR Survey Puts Average lieben sod bigs 





Studebaker Notes 








SINCE THIS STRIKING modernization took 
and service department of Nash Illinois Co., 


Ill., customer 


ubor sales have increased 66.3 percent, according to W. 


piace last October in the 


arts 
ash distributor at Rockt. 


ord, 
A. 


Stutzel, president. At the same time, the company also adopted the new Nash 
balanced parts stock system and increased its parts sales 29.4 percent in 


the subsequent six months. 





San Antonio Used Car Sales 
Dip in April but Still Top ’39 


Special to Automotive News 

SAN ANTONIO.—Used car sales 
in April, as reported by dealer- 
members of the San Antonio Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., showed a de- 
cline from March, although ex- 
ceeding used car sales during April 
for the three preceding years. The 
report follows: 


There were 1,534 cars on hand at 
the start of the month, with sales 
totaling 1,298 units for a unit turn- 
over of 85 percent as compared 
with 117 percent for March, a total 
valuation of: $347,186 and a turn- 
over value of 75 percent, against 
103 percent for the preceding 
month, and an average value of 
$267 as compared with $275. There 
were 1,381 cars on hand at the end 
of the month, having a total valua- 
tion of $450,837, and an average 
value of $326, as compared with 
$303 for March. 


During March there were 1,615 
ears sold for a unit turnover of 
117 percent, a total valuation of 
$444,213, a turnover value of 103 
percent, and an average value of 
$275. There were 1,534 cars on hand 
at the end of the month having a 
total valuation of $464,230, and an 
average value of $303. 

In April, 1939, there were 912 
cars sold for a unit turnover of 








the New York architectural league award for 1938 and the gold medal of | 
the allied artists of America, works with George Davidson, left, ANA, on the 
full-color murals to be displayed by Fisher Body in its exhibit at the Golden | 


Gate International Exposition in San Francisco, as William S. McLean, Fisher | 


Body’s director of advertising, looks on. The two panels, which are intended 


to convey an impression of the strength and safety of the 


‘‘unisteel” turret | Assn. of New York at its annual meet- 


top body, were designed by the nationally known illustrator and mural painter. | 


74 percent, a total valuation of 
$265,373, a turnover value of 67 
percent, and an average value of 
$291. There were 1,231 cars on hand 
at the end of the month, having a 
total valuation of $414,552, and an 
average value of $337. 

During April, 1938, there were 
959 cars sold for a unit turnover 
of 62 percent, a total valuation of 
$268,082, a turnover value of 56 
percent, and an average value of 
$280. There were 1,501 cars on hand 
at the end of the month, with a 
total valuation of $462,423, and an 
average value of $308. 

In April, 1937, there were 1,309 
cars sold for a unit turnover of 82 
percent, a total valuation of $349,- 
472, a turnover value of 85 percent, 
and an average value of $267. There 
were 1,623 cars on hand at the end 
of the month having a total valua- 
tion of $426,900 and an average 
value of $263. 

May sales during the first week 
indicate that there will be an im- 
provement for this month. 


Pontiac’s Service 


Personnel Shifted 


PONTIAC.—Changes in the ser- 
vice department setup of Pontiac 
are announced by L. K. Marshall, 
general service manager. 

In the Charlotte zone W. R. 
McCausland replaces A. T. Bern- 
hardt as zone service manager. 
Bernhardt has been promoted to 
district manager. McCausland for- 
merly was service representative 
in Charlotte. 

A. E. Godshall, service manager 
for Boston zone, also has been 
promoted to district manager and 
will be replaced by D. P. Miller, 
formerly service promotion repre- 
sentative in the Atlantic region, 
working in Philadelphia. 

W. J. Tiliff, formerly of the 
Central region, at Pontiac, replaces 


| J. L. Bradshaw who has resigned 


as Pittsburgh zone service man- 
ager. In Kansas City B. A. Kortier 
becomes zone service manager in 
place of E. S. Lyons, who has 
been transferred to Pontiac’s plant 
at South Gate near Los Angeles. | 


| Kortier formerly was service rep- | 


resentative in St. Louis. 
Webb Named Director 
NEW YORK.—Earle W. Webb, presi- | 

dent of Ethyl Gasoline Corp., was 

named a director of the Merchants 


ing here May 14. 


New Record in 


Used Car Sales 


SOUTH BEND.—For the second 
consecutive month this year, Sty- 
debaker dealers’ sales of used cars 
have reached an all-time high 
according to Geo. D. Keller, vice- 
president in charge of sales. Useq 
car sales reported for April, were 
23,704 units as against 21,123 units 
for March, the previous record- 
breaking month. 


The 23,704 used car deliveries | 
during April, compare with 14,005 | 


units for the same month in 1939, 
an 
car sales by Studebaker dealers 
for the first four months of 1940 
were 77,777 units, Keller stated. In 
the same four months’ period in 
1939, sales equalled 46,281 units 
and for the entire first six months 
of last year 83,032. 

Dealers’ stocks of used cars as 
of Apr. 30, were also at a low 
point, representing a 34-day supply 
despite record-breaking new car 
retail deliveries and used car trade- 
ins during April. 


Cadillac-LaSalle 
Craftsman’s Roll 


Tops 3,300 Mark 


DETROIT.—Widespread interest 
in automotive service matters is 
reported by George W. Otto, assist- 
ant general parts and service man- 
ager for Cadillac-LaSalle, in an- 
nouncing the Cadillac Craftsman’s 
League enrollment has passed 3,300. 

“When the league was founded, 
we did not anticipate the year’s 
membership would climb much be- 
yond 2,000,” Otto said. “Today, 
three months after the announce- 
ment to the field, we have 65 per- 
cent more than that figure and 
applications are still pouring in.” 

The league is designed to recog- 
nize exceptional service men in the 
distributor and dealer ranks. Mem- 
bership is based on grades in a 
bi-monthly examination. 


Safety Training Set 

WASHINGTON. — Final plans con- 
template nine different courses for 
traffic engineers, enforcement officials, 
adult and child educators in safety 
and driver training, safety organiza- 
tion executives, fleet safety directors 
and others, at the National Institute 
for Traffic Safety Training to be held 
Aug. 12-24 at the University of Ten- 
nessee at Knoxville. Sponsoring organ- 
izations include the Automotive Safety 
Foundation and 10 other nationally 
ogee highway safety organiza- 
ions. 
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Spacious rooms and suites, hand- 
somely furnished. San Francisco’s 
traditionally famous cuisine in the 
unique Garden Court. Most con- 
veniently situated for all transporta- 
tion, and for the 1940 Exposition. 
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Actual top and bottom prices on 1939, 1938, 1937 and 1936 Sun Telegraph; Cincinnati — Post; Detroit — News; 


seed care, as advertioed in local newspapers. BEDAS > e > Chicago—Herald-American; St. Louis—Globe-Democrat; 
prices only used in this comparteon. Newspapers co Used Car Selling rices Atlanta — Journal; Dallas — News; Denver — Post; Los 
operating include: Boston—Globe; New York—Times, : Angeles—Times; Seattle—Times. 

Journal American; Philadelphia — Bulletin; Pittsburgh As Advertised, May 6-12 

















































MAKE Boston NewYork Phila.  Pittsb’rg. Cincin’ti. Detroit Chicago St. Louis Atlanta Dallas Denver Los Angeles Seattle Nat. Avg. 
ul . - 795- 687 
Buick Series 40 °39] _945- 645| 795- 695| 895- 645| 865- 695| 687 | G49- 625| 725- 595| 745- 675| 745- 696| 825- 775| 825- 765| mas saa = ae 555 558 
i 38] (725- 525| 675- 625| 625- 495| 595- 575| 645- 525| 565- 450| 585- 450 | | 595- 565| 625- 523 | 525 |_695- Sas— 206 | 158-408 
37) 525- 495| 550 | 450- 885| 425- 995| 525- 995| 425- 205| 465- 355| 495- 395) 395 | 495 | 495-445) | a as Oe 
36] 375- 295 339- 315| 375- 295| 204- 245| 295- 285| 295 298 385- 350 77- au 
(60) *384 | 1050 l | l l | 1045 ] | | | | | War dia 
“87h 645 | 665- 448 | l l l l | 695 l | | | | | 
“936) 375 465- 298 365 495 445 645 465- 298 
Chevrolet Master 39] | 597- 545| 495 l l | 475 | 465- 435| 480 | 565 | 495 | | 598- 575 | |_521- 518 
cnn eee eed | ae oa] oe | ee ee] | | 
37] | | | 339 | 275 | 295 | $25- 265| 388- 335 | l | 458- 345 | | $47- 315 
36] 295 225- 165 295 174 265- 210| 240 275 345 245 465 282- 187 
Chevrolet Master Deluxe 39] 525 | | 545 l l | 585- 430| 595- 465| 545- 495| 525- 450| 595- 525| 645 | 645- 595 | | 573- 493 
38] 475-415 | | 445- 425 | | 835 | 895- $85| 435- 377| 465- 385| 465- 395) | 495 l l | 439- 397 
87] 315- 295| 295 l | 379 l | 349- 259| 395 | 3875- 330 | l | 425- 365 | | 362- 312 
36] 275 235- 235| 285- 245| 279 295- 249 274- 243 
Chrysler Royal 39] 790- 695| 675- 599 | l | 695 l | 715- 665 | | 695 l | 725 | 795 | 849- 845| 742- 701 
38) (595- 475| 547- 499| 495- 395| 545 | 525- 475| 525 | 565- 395 | | 495 | 495- 473| 645- 585| 545 | 643- 471 
87] 465- 325| 395- 369| 425 | 425- 375| 465- 395| 365- 345| 435- 295| 398 l | 485- 398| 495- 395| 525- 395| 595- 575| 452- 387 
36] 265 245 375 215- 247 285- 279| 299 293 250 350 479 312- 263 
De Soto 39] 595 | 645- 625| 675- 615| 688- 675| | 629- 565| 675- 585 | | 745 | 795- 695| 600 | | | 672- 620 
88] (565- 465| 495- 448| 545 | 565- 525| 595 | 490- 395| 545- 445| 499- 495| 545- 395| 548- 473| 595- 575| | 679 | 555- 468 
87] 445- 295| 450- 345| 425- 375| 395- 343| 425- 375| 375- 295| 395- 325| | 445 | 365 | 445 | 495 l | 424- 336 
(Airstream) ’36 299 345 265- 195| 295- 245| 277 825- 263 301- 234 
Dodge 39] 695- 595| 695- 475| 685- 595| 695- 595| 695- 645| 599- 545| 625- 545| | 645 | 625- 545| 725- 595| 825 | | 688- 570 
*88) _565- 450| 495- 235| 495- 410| 545- 465| 495- 435| 475- 395| 465- 375| 495 | 495 | 485- 435| 565- 485] 595- 525| 627 523- 421 
Si] 445- 295| 419- 195| 395- 275| 425- 345| 425 | 875- 289| 395- 295| 399- 350| 449- 309| 385- 348| 445- 395| 495- 395| 495- 475| 427- 330 


269- 195| 295- 235| 323- 215| 365- 295| 395- 275| 445- 355| 3380- 224 



































































































38] 385 | 385 | | |_ 389 | | | | | | | 450- 395 | | 402- 395 
37] _299- 195 275- 225] 249 210 275- 265| 255 345- 275 $75- 325] 295 375- 349| 295- 272 
88) 485- 345| 425- 375| 395 | 349 l | 399- 365| 395- 295| 345- 295| 435 | 465 | 410- 335 
87] 295- 195| 275- 239| 315- 299| 335- 319| 255 | 295- 225| 275- 210] 315- 225| 395- 295| 323 | 385- 299] 395 | 321- 256 
36] 165 265 240 295 310 255- 255 
Graham Standard 39] | fl | | 645 | | | | | | | | | 645- 645 
’38] | | | 435 | | | | | | | | | | 435- 435 
(Cavalier) 37] l l l l | 325- 289 | l l l l l l | $25- 289 
“ "86 245 325 | 285- 285 
| Hudson “112” "S94 765 l l l | 645 | 525 | 695- 495 | l l | 845 fl l | 695- 495 
38] 385- 345| 385 | | 499 | 475- 375| 449 | 465- 385 | | 495 | 595- 525| 615 | 493- 407 
(Terraplane) °3%i] 250 | 377- 295| 295 | 319- 295| 425- 235| 295 | 395- 265| 369 l | 400- 325| 375 | 495- 325| 363- 290 
“ 86) 225- 195| 195- 135 249 295- 239| 245- 195] 295- 145 235 289- 245| 295- 279| $69- 269| 269- 210 
LaSalle 894 895- 750| 1050- 845 | l l | 925- 865| 895- 825 | | 900 | 895 | 875 | 1095 l | 941- 821 
88) 725- 575| 795- 595 | | 699 | 575 | 695- 595 | | 645- 635] | 725- 665 | | 745 | 700- 613 
87] (535- 425| 548- 448| 515 | 465- 435 | | 495- 365| 575- 395 | | 495 | 595- 498] 595- 545| 545 l | 536- 444 
86] 395- 365| 395- 197 365 275 375 375- 300| 298 445- 395 365- 314 
Lincoln-Zephyr "394 945 |1175- 845| 845 | l | 965- 795| 975- 795| 948- 795 | l | 895 | 895- 875 | | 955- 811 
88] (745- 495| 795- 348 | | 695 l | 695- 565| 595- 565| | 645 | 695 | 695 | 875- 595 | | 717- 514 
87] 545- 390| 487- 360] | 395 | 445- 425| 395- 319| 450- 325| 275 | 495- 395 | | 475 | 545- 495| 675- 665| 471- 421 
36] 395- 300| 395- 328] 309 345- 299| 325 289 335- 245| 295 315- 315 435 $95- 345| 565- 425| 366- 322 
Mercury 39] 795-580] 795- 585| 645 |_ 695-595 | | 695- 560| 695- 575 | |_ 695- 625 | 695 |_785 |_795- 735 | 845- 825| 739- 635 
Nash Ambassador Six "89 595 | 665 | 575 | l | | 575 | 545 | l l l | 795 | 618- 618 
38] 480- 465) l | 525 | 545 | 475 | 475 l l | 599- 475| 516- 470 
37] l | 398- 350] 325 | 295 | 375- 366 | | | 348- 358 
36] 285-255 $25- 250] 285- 225 245 | 285- 243° 
Olds Six (60) °39§ 695- 625| 695- 545| 625- 595| 766- 585| 645- 565| 569- 549| 675- 545| 625 | 695- 595 | | 695- 595| 695- 595| 795 | 614- 579 
_————CiC‘(‘C*‘* WG 1-495 | HGS~ 448] 525-435] 539-485 | 575-545 | 475- 425] 585- 395| 525- 395| 505- 450| 445 | 675- 495| 585- 525| 695- 699| 561-474 
37 495- 350| 495- 328] 435- 385] 425- 395| 445- 410| 435- 295| 465- 325| 425- 375| 450- 400| 385- 325| 645- 390| 495- 395| 645- 525| 464- 376 
_t—t—‘“C™sSCSCSCSCSCSCSC*'S8GYBVH= 27H] 34GH_——s| | 845 - 280) 345- 249] 267- 225] 350- 265| 325- 275| 845- 275| 205 | 445- 825| 205 | 465-875] S50- 283° 
Packard Six 894 795- 645| 745- 695 | l l | 695- 645| 650- 595 | l l | | 895 | 755- 645 
38] 585 | 579- 395 | | 655 l l | 495 | 575 | 495 | 595 | 765- 645| 745 | 610- 520 
87] 475- 325| 445- 360 395- 365| 450- 395] 335- 325] 445- 400| 395 565- 525| 495 444- 385 
Plymouth 39] 645- 525| 595- 295| 545- 449| 650- 495| 595- 565| 499- 399| 595- 425| 595- 440| 625- 495| 595- 475| 595 | 595 | 645 | 598- 456 
38] 525- 425| 475- 225| 485- 435] 469- 389| 495- 395| 469- 365| 465- 365| 445- 395| 495- 395| 485- 345| 495- 395| | 545- 495| 483- 3385 
37] 420- 275| 395- 165| 395- 270| 395- 325] 425- 325| 365- 265| 385- 250| 350- 265| 395- 295| 335- 275| 395- 365| 465- 365| 475 | 399- 287 

36] 345-219] 3$25- 125| 285- 200| 275 395- 245| 245- 165] 325- 144| 298- 225| 295- 275| 298 
Plymouth Deluxe "89 650- 495| 595- 425| 580- 495| 573 | 545- 480| 575- 495| 595- 465 | | 625- 545| 485 | 675 | 595- 545| 675- 625| 597- 508 
88) 495- 369| 467- 350| 450 | 495- 395] 450- 335| 385 | 425- 375| 525- 398 | | 375 | | 495- 395| 568 | 466- 374 
87] 385- 325] 359 l 875__|_ 389-288] 330- 265| 365- 260| 365-295; 325 |  +(| + | 485 | 475- 880| 499 | s9i- goa” 
36) 295-220; | 285 | 249 | 295- 265] 250- 190) 295- 225| 225 | 265- 245| | 865- 250| 995- 265| 895 | S01. 36° 
Pontiac Six 39] 745- 575 | 675- 545| 595 | 695- 666| 650- 555| 629- 535| 725- 565| 675 | 695 | 693- 545| 695- 645| 695- 595 | | 681- 581 
88] 589- 395| 495- 395 | | 545- 465| 545- 525] 495- 390| 495- 425| 450 [495 «| ~=Ssié‘“‘é‘st «SOG 485| 595- 425| 565 | 5SS- 498° 
’Si] 485-375 | 365-345] 395 | 445- 350| 395- 345| 397- 275| 395- 325| 395- 325| 395 |__| 475- 345| 465- 385| 635- 435| 429- 350 
36 | 349- 245| $45- 188| 265- 189| 345- 245| 348- 225| 295. | ~~ ~~+«| +205 | 895- 975! 879 | a972 343° 
Studebaker Commander 39] 725-625 | | 695 l l | 765- 495| 575 | 750- 595 | l : = = a 975 | a a 
, "38 595- 545] 497- 445) | 575 | | 467 | 495- 475 | | 375, s|s«85 l | 875- 845| 508- 537 
(Dictator) 37] 395- 325 | | $25- 285| 445 | 435- 325| 395 | 365- 285| 399- 350| 395- 375 | | 535- 395| 399 | 625- 519| 428- 357 
“ 36] 365-195 297 | 25 | | | |" 995- 245) 245 | 845- 290| 300 475- 389 | 332. 280 
Willys 39] 425 | 895- 285 | 395 | | $25 | | | 465 | 495 | | 417- 285 
‘38]__—_ | 275- 260/285 | 249 —«— 865-178 | | $65- 265 | | ns | seas aaa 
a EE |_245- 175 | 225 l 7 | 265- 199 | 295- 150| 265- 95! 250- 248) | 245 | 265- 200| 245- 185| $25- 269| 262- 191 
| 145- 125 | | | | | 138 | 130- 130 


















National Average, All Makes, May 12—$494-$424 

National Average, All Makes, May 5—$492-$422 
are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
oh gures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index. 
ere no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally 
This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published fi 


Used Car prices in Cleveland, Indianapolis, Milwaukee. New ory. oo 
: sew Orleans, Tulsa and San Francisco appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week 





Run ree 


LTD 

LT} 

gj 

Cas | +} 


Va 


cla ee 


elie U0 wo} 
ut i 1 rl TTTILUL LL 
ha = ~ \ 


A= 


dig 


...serving each car manufacturer 
as though there were no others... 


55 


another vital chassis unit. These Bendix Prod- 
ucts, continually refined and improved, be- 
come integral parts of cars built by every 
manufacturer. Yet the identity of a Bendix 
Product is rarely lost . . . because it is so 
definitely an asset to any vehicle. 

Many millions of owners know that what 


a. we have stated to you, 
“Bendix exists because Bendix as- 
sists.’’ The skilled personnel, the highly de- 
veloped special equipment, the truly vast 
production facilities and the enormous 
amount of specialized technical experience 
which Bendix represents, would have to be 


wastefully duplicated, over and over, if 
Bendix were not free to serve, as it does, 
all of the automotive industry. 

Bendix builds carburetors, brakes, gear- 


Bendix builds is well built. They have 
known it for years. Their respect for any 
car is the greater because of their respect 
for the excellent features which Bendix 


shifts, vacuum power systems, and many _ research has contributed to it. 


BENDIX PRODUCTS DIVISION 
OF BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION 
SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 
In Canada: Bendix-Eclipse of Canada, Ltd., Windsor, Ont. 


The Stromberg Carburetor 


Pioneer of progress in carbure- 
tion—outstanding for its high 
efficiency, its many superior- 
ities, its long life, its simplicity 
and its stability of adjustment. 


The Bendix Brake 


Smoothest, simplest, most sta- 
ble in adjustment, easiest to 
adjust. Embodies exclusive 
principles which assure better 
braking with less pedal effort. 


The Bendix Gear Control 


Pioneer and most highly de- 
veloped of steering-post gear 
controls—least manual effort 
needed — utmost responsive- 
ness provided. Years of service. 


Bendix B-K Power Braking 


Overwhelming favorite, with 
every advantage of reliability, 
performance, long life. Only sys- 
tem providing everything Power 
Braking can offer. Millionsin use. 


CM Bendix! 
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